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IN DEPEN DENT AUDITORS' REPORT 

The Honorable M ichael W . N eustrom 
Lafayette Parish Sheriff as 
Ex-Offieio Tax Collector 

Lafayette, Louisiana 

|,;llgell~ I I. ]}arnal]. {!I'A , Rctiled ] 9!/(] 

] I ally Sikcs, (?PA , (~YA 
[}alllly 1". ] lcdel ilk. (~['A 
C layl(~ll 12 ])alllai], C PA 

I;ugenc ]l l)alllall. 111. CPA 
]'atlla l} llillm , C PA 

Slephanie M . Iligg~inbollLanl. CPA 
]Ohll P, A IIIIIIIt), (]pA 

Jellllilel S Zic~,lcl. C ]'A 
C hits A . h]illcl. (?I,A 

Slepilell I(. l}igchlcl. M BA , CPA 
Sloven (i. b, tot)~a (~I,A 

Kalhleen "]. llalllall, CI'A 
I,;lich (i, I t~ewcl..11. CI'A 
1211~h {~. I,t.cxvc~. III, {'I,A 

"]iiniclli "], ] ~lidl), {~I>A 
(~ 1]~ R ] ~llll~'llol, C p~ 
I{ilt, pall 1}. S,elly. ('pA 
Jlildll S fluidly. C PA 
.hllie "1 "l{.inl~lel. CPA 
]lsib~lll J C lalk, CPA 

~t Olilen ] I iiv(,i I1(, C]'A 
] lllllell I ~ZOIIctI* {:I'A 

M ic]lelle II. ll{,llcllo. (!pA 

W e have audited tile ace ompanying statement of collections, distributions, and unsettled balances 
of the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) of the Lafayette Parish Sheriff for tile year ended 
June 30, 2001 as listed in the table of contents. This financial statement is the responsibility of 
the Lafayette Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Tax Collector. Our responsibility is to express an 
opinion on this financial statement based on our audit. 

W e conducted  our audit in accordance  with auditing standards generally accepted  in the United 
States of Am erica and .Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the 
United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statement is free of material misstatement. An audit 
includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the 
financial statement. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
significant estimates made by m anagement, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

As described more fully in Note 1, the accompanying statement presents information only on the 
Tax Collector Fund (ageney fund) and is not intended to present fairly the financial posilion and 
results of operations of the Lafayette Parish Sheriff. Further, the accompanying statement on 
collections, distributions, and unsettled balances has been prepared on a cash basis of accounting 
which is a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting 
principles. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statement referred to above presents fairly, in all 
material respects, the collections, distributions, and unsettled balances of the Tax Collector Fund 
of the Lafayette parish Sheriff for the year ended June 30, 2001, in conform ity with accounting 
principles generally accepted  in the United States of America. 
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In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated July 14, 2001 on 
our consideration of the Tax Collector Fund of the Lafayette Parish Sheriffs internal control over 
financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. 

A Corporation of Certified  Public Accountants 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
July 14, 2001 



LAFAY ETTE PARISH SHERIFF 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

Tax Collector Agency Fund 

Statem ent of Collections, D istributions, and Unsettled Balances 
Year Ended June 30, 2001 

Unsettled balances, June 30, 2000 

Collections: 
Ad valoren taxes 
State revenue sharing 
Parish occupational licenses 
Interest on: 
Delinquent taxes 
Deposit of taxes, licenses, ere 

Tax uotices, etc. 
Refunds and redem ptions 
Louisiana Tax Com m ission 

Total collections 

Total 

Distributions: 
Louisiana Tax Comm ission 
Lafayette Center D evelopmenl District 
Lafayette Parish: 
Council 
School Board 
A irport D istrict 
Teche-Verm ilion Fresh W ater District 
Econom ic D evelopm ent A uthority 
Bayou V erm ilion D isrict 
Bayou V erm ilion M aintenance 
Sheriff 
Special A ssessm ent D istrict 

Pension funds 
Protest taxes 
Refunds and redem ptions 
Tax notices, etc. 

Total distributions 

Unsettled balances, June 30, 2001, due to taxing bodies and others 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
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$ 159,063 

51,588,887 
3,863,701 
203,159 

65,321 
104,113 
60,818 
217,531 
9,937 

56,113,46_77 

56,272,530 

19,292 
288,167 

15,167,991 
22~55#40 

897,716 
643,034 

1,268,352 
275,117 
495,254 

11,424,863 
1,064,525 
1,439,079 
29,034 
246,797 
1,351 

55,916,512 



LAFAYETTE PARISH SHERI FF 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ent 

NOTE 1 SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING FOL1C1ES 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Sheriff is the 
ex-officio lax collector of the parish and is responsible for the collection and distributio,i of 
ad valorem property taxes, parish occupational licenses, and state revenue sharing funds. 

Louisiana Revised Statute 24:517(D) requires that the accounts of each tax collector be 
audited annually. Accordingly, the accompanying statement reflects financial activity of file 
Sheriff relating only to his responsibility as ex-officio tax collector. Amounts included in this 
report are also included in the Sheriff s annual general purpose financial statements. 

NOTE 2 IN TEREST-BEARING DEPOSITS 

State law authorizes file Sheriff to deposit tax collections in a bank dom iciled in the parish 
where the funds are collected. At June 30, 2001, the Sheriff has interest-bearing deposits 
(book balances) totaling $356,018 representing unsettled tax collections. Deposit balances 
(bank balances) at June 30, 2001 of $438,305 arc fully secured through fed eral deposit 
insurance and/or securities pledged, 

NOTE 3 STATE, REVEN UE SHARI NG FUN DS 

The revenue sharing funds provided  by Act 956 of 1992 received during the year were 
allocated among the taxing bodies as follows: 

Econom ic Development Authority 
Teche-Verm ilion Fresh W ater D istrict 
Lafayette Parish: 
Council 
School Board 
Bayou Verm ilion M aintenance  
Special Assessment District 

Law Enforcement District 
Airport District 
Pension Funds 

Total 

$ 102,439 
35,760 

953,649 
1,791,050 

39,985 
83,225 
760,550 
41,600 
55,443 

~; 3,863,701 



LAFAYETTE PARISH SHERIFF 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

N otes to Financial Statem ent 

N OTE 4 UNSETTLED BA LAN CES 

The unsettled cash balance at June 30, 2001 of $356,018 consists of the following 

Interest earn ed on deposits and delinquent taxes 
Protest taxes 
Parish licenses 
Total 

$ 171,473 
184,110 

435 
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REPORT ON COM PLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER 
FIN ANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF 

FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN  ACCORDAN CE W ITH 
GOV ERN M EN T AUDITIN G STAN D ARD S 

The Honorable M ichael W . N eustrom 
Lafayette Parish Sheriff as 
Ex-Officio Tax Collector 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
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W e have audited the financial statements of the Tax Collector Fund (agency fund) of the Lafayette Parish 
Sheriff for the year ended June 30, 2001, and have issued our report thereon dated July 14, 2001. W e 
conducted our audit in accordance w ith auditing standards generally aeeepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 

Compliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Tax Collector Fund's financial statement is 
free of m aterial m isstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with ce rtain provisions of laws and 
regulations, nonco mpliance  with which co uld have a direct and material effec t on the determination of 
financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on co m pliance  with those provisions was 

not an objective of our audit and, acco rdingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests 
disclosed no instance s of nonco mpliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing 
Standards. 

nternal Control Over Finaneial Reeortina 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Lafayette Parish Sheriff s internal control over 
financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the finaneial statem ent and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. However, w e noted certain m atters involving the internal co ntrol over financial reporting and 
its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions. Reportable conditions involve matters coming 
to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of th e internal control over 
financial reporting that, in our judgment, co uld adversely affect the Lafayette Parish Sheriffs ability to 
rec ord, process, summ arize, and report financial data co nsistent with the assertions of management in the 
financial statement. The reportable co nditions are described in the accompanying summary schedule of 
current and prior year audit findings and corrective action plan as items 01-1(IC) and 01-2(1C). 
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A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control 
components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detec ted within a 
timely period by employees in the normal co urse of performing their assigned functions. Our 
consideration of the internal co ntrol over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in 
the internal co ntrol that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose 
all reportable co nditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses. W e believe the reportable 
conditions described above are m aterial weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the information of the Lafayette Parish Sheriff as Ex-Officio Tax Collector and 
management and is not intended to be and should not be used  by anyone other than these specified 
parties. 

A Corporation of Certified Public Acco untants 

Lafayette, Louisiana 
July 14, 2001 



 



 


