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C OM PANY LLC  

INDEPENDEN T A UD ITOR 'S REPOR T 

Honorable W alter N aquin, Jr. 
District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom pan ying basic finan cial statem ents of the District Attorn ey of th e 
Seventeenth  Judicial District, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana, as of an d for the year ended  
Decem ber 3l, 2001, as  listed  in the table of contents. These bas ic financial statem en ts are the 
responsibility of the D istrict Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial D istrict's m anagem ent. Our 
responsibility is to express an  opinion on th ese bas ic finan cial statem ents bas ed  on our audit. 

W e conducted  our  audit in accordance with  auditing standards generally accepted in the United  
States of Am erica an d the stan dards applica ble to financial audits contained  in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of th e United  States. Th ose standards 
require that we plan an d perform  the audit to obtain reasonable as surance  about whether the bas ic 
finan cial statem en ts are free of m aterial misstatem en t. An audit in cludes exam ining, on a test bas is, 
evidence  supporting th e am ounts an d di sclosures in th e financial statem ents. An  audit also includes 
assessing th e accounting principles  used  an d significant estim ates m ade by m an agem ent, as well as  
evaluating th e overall fin an cial statem ent presen tation. W e believe that our  audit provides  a 

reasonable bas is for our opini on. 

In our  opinion, th e basic fin an cial statem ents referred  to above present fairly, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the District Attorney of the Seven teenth Judicial District as of 
Decem ber  31, 2001, an d th e results of its oper ations for th e year  th en  en ded, in  co nform ity with 

accounting principles gen erally accepted  in th e United  States of Am erica. 

In acco rdance with  Government Auditing Standards , we have also issued  our  report dated  on 
February 1, 2002, our co nsideration of th e D istrict Attorn ey of th e Seventee nth Judicial District's 
internal control over finan cial reporting an d our tests of its com plian ce with  certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, co ntracts an d gran ts. Th at report is an  integral part of an  audit perform ed  in 

accordan ce with Government Auditing Standards an d should be read in conjunction with this 
report in considering th e results of our  audit. 
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The M anagem ent's D iscussion and Analysis and the Required Supplem entary Inform ation, as 
listed  in th e foregoing table of contents, are not a required  part of th e bas ic finan cial statem ents, 
but ar e supplem entary inform ation req uired  by the Governm ental Accounting Stan dards Board. 
This Req uired Supplem entary Inform ation is the responsibility of th e m an agem ent of th e District 
Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District. W e have applied  certain lim ited  proced ures, which 
co nsisted  principally of inquiries of m an agem ent regarding the m ethods of m easur em ent and 
presentation of th e supplem entary inform ation. However, we did not audit th e inform ation and 
express no opinion on it. 

Our  audit was  conducted for th e purpose of form ing an  opinion on th e basic finan cial statem ents 
taken as  a w hole. The acco m pan ying supplem en tary inform ation, as listed  in the foregoing table of 
co nten ts, is presented  for th e purposes of additional an alysis, an d is not a required  part of the bas ic 
finan cial statem ents of the District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District. This additional 
inform ation is the responsibility of the managem en t of the District Attorney. Such inform ation has 
been subjected to auditing procedures applied  in the audit of the basic fin ancial statem ents, an d in 
our  opinion, is fairly stated, in all m aterial respects, in  relation to th e basic financial statem ents 
taken  as  a whole. 

Stagni &  Company 

Thibodaux, Louisiana 
February 1, 2002 

STAGNI & COMPANY~ LLC 



 



DISTRICT A TTOR NE Y OF TH E  SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
M ANA GEM EN T'S DISCUSS[ON  AND ANALYSIS 

YEAR ENDED  DECEM BER 31, 2001 

Our discussion and analysis of District Attom ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche 
Parish, Louisiana's (District Attorney) financial performan ce provides an overview of the District 
Attorn ey's financial activities for the fiscal year 

conjunction with the basic finan cial statements 
statem ents. 

ended D ecem ber 31, 200l. Please read it in 
and the accompan ying notes to the finan cial 

Our finan cial statem ents provide these insights into the results of th is year's operations: 
~ As a result of this year's operations, the District Attorney's assets exceeded its liabilities by 

$1,239,254 (net assets) for the fiscal year reported. This compares to the previous year when 
assets exceed ed liabilities by $1,142,959. 

~ Total net assets are com prised of the follow ing: 
(1) Capital assets, net of related debt, of $37,962 included property and equipment, net of 

accumulated depreciation. 
(2) Net assets of $5,848 are restricted by constraints imposed from outside the District 

Attorn ey's offi ce such as  grantors, law s or regulations. 
(3) Unrestricted net assets of $1,195,444 represent the portion available to maintain the 

District Attorn ey's continuing obligations to citizens an d creditors. 
~ The District Attorney's governm ental fimds reported total ending fund balan ce - all 

considered unreserved  of $1,201,292 this year. This compares to the prior year ending fund 
balance - also all unr eserved, of $1,090,585, showing a substan tial increase of $110,707 
during th e curren t year. 

~ At the end of the current fiscal year, unreserved  fired balance for the General Fun d was 
$242,193, or 116% of total General Fund expenditures including tran sfers an d 112% of total 
General Fund reven ues. 

~ Total spending for all judicial activities was $1,748,912 for the year, which was $73,000 less 
than  the fines an d costs charged, an d th e gran ts an d contributions received  for th ese activi ties 
-  $l,821,912. Th is was not as efficient as last year, when spen ding was $201,045 less than 
the fines an d co sts charged , an d the grants an d contributions received for the judicial 
expenses. 

~ The total costs of th e District Attorney's program s increas ed  by 21% , no new progr am s were 
added this year, on-behalf salaries an d benefits an d personnel services increased  by $252,794 
over  last year which accounts for 85%  of the increase in the total costs of the District 
Attorn ey's progr am s. 

~ Th e inter est earned on checking acco un ts an d investm ents in certificates of deposits was  
$23,295 for the year. This reflects an  increase of $7,271 or 45% from last year. 

O VER VIE W  OF TH E FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

This annual report co nsists of a series of finan cial statem ents. Th e Statem ent of Net Assets an d the 
Statement of Activities (on pages 8 an d 9) provide information about the activities of the District 
Attorn ey as a whole an d present a longer-term  view of th e District Attorn ey's finances. Fun d 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
M ANA GEM EN T'S D ISCUSSION  AND  ANALYSIS 

YEAR ENDED  DECEM BER 31, 2001 

financial statem ents start on page 10. For governm ental activities, these statem ents tell how these 
services were finan ced in the short term  as w ell as  what rem ains for future spending. Fund financial 
statem ents also report th e District Attorn ey's operations in m ore detail than th e govern m ent-wide 
statem ents by providing inform ation about the District Attorney's m ost significan t funds. 

Our auditor has provided assurance in his independent auditor's report, located imm ed iately 
preceding this M D& A, that the Basic Finan cial Statem ents are fairly stated. The auditor regarding 
th e Required Supplem ental Infom lation an d the Supplemental Inform ation is providing varying 
degrees of assuran ce. A user  of this report should read the independent auditor's report car efu lly to 
ascertain the level of assurance being provided  for each of th e oth er parts in th e Finan cial Section. 

Governm ent- W ide Financial Statem ents 

One of the m ost im portan t questions as ked about the District Attorn ey's finances is, "Is the District 
Attorn ey as  a whole better  off or worse off as  a result of th e year 's activities?" Th e Statem ent of N et 
Assets an d th e Statem en t of Activities report inform ation about the District Attorney as  a whole an d 
about its activities in a way th at helps an sw er this question. Th ese statem ents include all as sets an d 
liabilities using the accrual basis of accounting, which is sim ilar to th e accounting used  by m ost 
private-sector com panies. All of th e current year 's revenues an d expenses are taken into account 
regardless of when cash is received or paid. 

These two statem en ts report th e District Attorn ey's net assets an d chan ges in th em . You can  think of 
the District Attorn ey's net as sets-- the difference betw een as sets and liabilities-- as  one w ay to 
m easure the District Attorney's finan cial health , or finan cial position. Over tim e, increases or 
decreases in the District Attorn ey's net assets ar e one indicator of whether its finan cial health is 
im proving or deteriorating. You will need to consider  other nonfinancial factors, however, to assess 
th e overall health  of th e District Attorn ey. 

In the Statem en t of N et Assets an d the Statem en t of Activities, th e District Attorn ey reports only one 

type of activity - governmental activities. Most of the District Attorney's basic judicial services are 
reported as this type. Fines an d fees charged to the public finan ce m ost of these activities. 

Fund Financial Statem ents 

The fund finan cial statem ents provide detailed inform ation about the m ost significan t fu nds-- not th e 
District Attorn ey as a whole. Som e fu nds ar e required to be established by State laws. However, th e 
District Attorney establishes other funds to help it control an d m an age m oney for particular purposes 

(like the W orthless Check Fund) or to show that it is meeting legal responsibilities for using certain 
taxes, grants, and other money (like the Assessment, Bond Forfeiture, and IV-D Office Funds). 

Th e District Attorn ey uses only the govermnental type of fund with the following accoun ting 
approach. M ost of th e District Attorn ey's bas ic services are rep orted in governm ental funds, which 
focus on how m oney flows into an d out of those funds an d th e balan ces left at year -end that ar e 



DISTR ICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
M ANA GEM EN T'S DISCUSSION  AND  ANAL YSIS 

YEAR ENDED DECEM BER 31, 2001 

available for spending. These funds are reported using an accounting m ethod called m odified accrual 
accounting, which m easures cash and all other finan cial assets th at can readily be converted  to cash. 
The governm ental fund statem ents provide a detailed short-term view of the District Attorn ey's 
general governm ent operations an d the basic services it provides. Governm ental fund inform ation 
helps you determ ine whether  there are m ore or few er finan cial resources th at can  be spent in the near 

future to finan ce the District Attorney's programs. W e describe the relationship (or differences) 
between governmental activities (reported in the Statement of Net Assets and the Statement of 
Activities) and governmental funds in reconciliation at the bottom of the fund financial statemen ts. 

FINAN CIAL ANAL YSIS OF TH E DISTRICT A TTORN E Y AS A WH OLE 

The District Attorn ey's net as sets increas ed  by $96,295 as a result of this year's operations. The 
District Attorn ey's over all financial position im proved during the year 2001. Unrestricted net 
as sets the part of net assets that can be used to finan ce day-to-day operations without co nstraints 
established  by debt covenants, enabling legislation, or other  legal requirem ents-- absorbed m ost of 
the increase this year because th ere were little capital asset purchas es. The balan ce in net assets 
represents the accum ulated results of all pas t years' operations. It m ean s th at if we had to pay off all 
of our bills today, including all of our non-capital liabilities, we would have $1,239,254 left. 

The District Attorn ey's total revenues for the year in governmental activities were $1,821,912 
($1,511,822 in charges for services and $310,090 in operating an d gran t contributions). The total 
cost of all judicial programs an d services was $1,748,912 with no new programs added this year. 

FINAN CIAL ANAL YSIS OF TH E DISTRICT A TTORNE Y'S FUNDS 

As we noted earlier, the District Attorn ey uses funds to help it control an d m an age m oney for 
particular  purposes. Looking at funds helps you consider  wheth er the District Attorney is being 
accoun table for the resources provided  to it but m ay also give you more insight into the overall 
finan cial health. 

As th e District Attom ey co m pleted the year , its governm ental funds reported  a com bined fund 
balan ce of $1,201,292. Th is reflects an increas e of $110,707 from last year. This increas e is 
prim arily the result of the even ts an d program s described within the analysis of th e District 
Attorney's governm ental activities. 

GENERAL F UND  B UD GE TAR Y H IGH LIGH TS 

The original budget for the General Fund was revised by approximately $5,821 this year 
Supplem ental appropriations or authorized budget am endm en ts were approved  as follows: 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF  TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
M ANA GEM EN T'S DISCUSSION  AND ANAL YSIS 

YEAR ENDED  D ECEM BER 31, 2001 

(1) The District Attorney negotiated new interest rates with his fiscal agent bank requiring an 
additional $1,500 to be added to the anticipated amount of interested earn ed in the General 
Fund. 

(2) $15,000 in "tran sfers in" was no longer needed to cover the deficiency of total revenues over 
actual expenditures. 

(3) Capital outlay expen ditures an ticipated for 2001 were not made and $17,000 of capital 
outlay appropriations was no longer needed , th ereby decreasing th e capital outlay line item  
by this am ount. 

(4) Increases in offi ce operations and court costs (due to the sharing of cost with the Lafourche 
Parish Sheriff's Offi ce for a Crime Lab) required amended appropriations in total current 
expenditures of approximately $7,800. 

CAPITAL ASSE TS 

The District Attorney investm ent in capital assets, net of accum ulated  depreciation, for govern m ental 
activities as of December 31, 2001 an d 2000 was  $37,962 and $52,374, respectively. 

This year there was $762 of additions an d $8,820 of disposals, reflecting a net reduction of $8,058 in 
capital assets. The District Attorn ey adopted a capitalization policy whereby only assets over $500 
would be capitalized. Th e $8,820 of assets (noted as disposals) an d the $7,065 of related 
depreciation are adjustments made during 2001 for all assets under $500 that were capitalized in 
previous year s. M ore detailed inform ation about the District Attorn ey 's capital assets is presented 
in N ote 3 to th e finan cial statem ents. 

D EB T 

At year -end, the District Attom ey had  no debt outstan ding. 

ECON OM IC FA CTORS AND NEX T YEAR 'S B UD GE TS AND RATES 

The District Attorn ey considered  m an y factors when setting th e fiscal year rates, an d fees that would 
be charged . One of those factors is the new law s an d regulations. 

Historically, the offi ce staff an d costs rem ain stable an d should continue to do so. The Lafourche 
Parish Council in th eir current operating budget absorbs som e capital asset purchases an d other 
operating expenses. If these estim ates rem ain co nsistent, th e District Attorn ey's Gener al Fund 
balan ce is expected to increase m odestly by the close of 2001. 
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DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F TH E SEV ENTEENTH  JU DICIAL D ISTRICT 

LAFO U RCH E PARISH , LO UISIA NA 
Reconciliation of the Statement of Reven ues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balan ces 

of Govern m en tal Fun ds to the Statement of Activities 

Year Ended December 31,2001 

Net change in fund balances - total governmental funds (fund financial statements) $ 110,707 

Amounts reported for governm ental activities in the statement of activities 

(govemment-wide financial statements) are different because: 

Govern mental funds re port capital outlays as expenditures in the individual fund. 

Governmental activities report depre ciation expense to allocate the cost of those 
capital assets over the estimated useful lives of the asset. 

Capital asset purchases capitalized 
Depreciation expense 

$ 762 
(13,419) 

Some expenses re ported in the Statement of Activities do not re quire the use 
of current financial resources and therefore are  not reported as expenditures 
in govern mental funds. 

Loss on the disposal of fixed assets 

Change in net assets of govem mental activities 

See notes to financial statements. 
12 

(12,657) 

(1,755) 

$ 96,295 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

As provided by A rticle V. Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the District Attorn ey 
has charge of every crim inal prosecution by th e state in his district, is the representative of th e 

state before the grand jury in his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs 
other duties as provided by law. The District Attorn ey is elected by the qualified electors of the 

judicial district for a term of six years. Th e judicial district encompasses Lafourche Parish, 
Louisiana. 

SUM M AR Y OF  SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

The financial statements of the District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District (District 
Attorney), Lafourche Parish, Louisian a have been prepared  in conform ity with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmen tal units. The Governmental 
Accounting Stan dards Board is the accep ted stan dard-setting body for establishing governm ental 
accoun ting an d finan cial rep orting principles. The m ore significan t accoun ting policies 
established in GAA P an d used by th e District Attorn ey are described  below . 

A . R eportin g Entity 

For finan cial reporting purposes, in conform an ce w ith GASB Codification Section 2100, 
th e District Attorney is a part of th e district court system  of the State of Louisian a. The 
GASB has established  several criteria for determ ining the governm ental rep orting en tity 
an d com ponent traits th at should be included within th e rep orting en tity. 

Finan cial accoun tability is determ ined by applying criteria established by the GASB as 
listed below : 

* Finan cial benefit or burden 

~ Appointment of a voting majority 
~ Im position of will 
~ Fiscally dependen t 

Certain tran sactions between the District Attorn ey an d th e Parish Coun cil ar e m andated 
by state statue an d do not reflect fiscal dependency; thereby, they do not reflect finan cial 
accountability. The oth er  three criteria of financial accountability do not pertain to th e 
District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District when applying them  as a m eans of 
identifying potential co m ponent un its of the Lafourehe Parish Coun cil. Since, Th e 
District Attorn ey is an  independently elected official, is legally separ ate and fiscally 
independent, the District Attorn ey is a sep arate governm ental rep orting entity. 

The finan cial statem ents of th e District Attorney include all funds an d activities that are 
within the over sight responsibility of th e District Attorn ey. 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, (Continued) 

B. Basic Financial Statem ents - Basis of Presentation 

GO VERNM EN T- WIDE FINAN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

The District Attorn ey's basic financial statem ents include both governm ent-w ide 

(reporting the District Attorney as a whole) and fund financial statements (reporting the 
District Attorney's major funds). Both the government-wide and fund finan cial 
statem ents categorize prim ary activities as either govern m ental. All of the District 

Attorney's judicial and administrative services are classified as governmental activities. 

In the govern m en t-wide Statem ent of Net Assets, the govern m ental activities are reported 
on a full accrual, econom ic resource basis, which recognizes all long-term as sets and 
receivables as well as long-term  debt an d obligations. The District Attorney's net as sets 
ar e reported  in three parts-- invested in capital as sets, net of related debt; restricted  net 
assets; and unrestricted  net assets. 

The govern m ent-wide Statem ent of Activities reports both th e gross and net cost of each 

of the District Attorney's functions and activities (judicial.). Th e functions are also 
supported by gen eral governmen t revenues (interest earned.). The Statement of Activities 
red uces gross expenses (including depreciation) by related program reven ues, operating 
an d capital gr an ts. Program  revenues m ust be directly as sociated with th e function 

(judicial.). Operating gran ts include operating-specific and discretionary (either operating 
or capital) grants. 

The net costs (by fimction) are normally covered by general revenue (interest earned, etc). 
This governm ent-wide focus is m ore on th e sustainability of the District Attorn ey as  an  
entity an d th e change in the District Attorney's net assets resulting from  th e current year's 
activities. 

FUND  FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

The financial transactions of the District Attorney are reported in individual fimds in th e 
fund finan cial statem ents. Each fund is accounted for by providing a separ ate set of self- 
balan cing acco unts that com prises its assets, liabilities, reserves, fund equity, revenues 
an d expen ditures/expenses. The various funds ar e reported  by generic classification 
within the financial statem ents. 

14 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT A CCOUNTING POLICIES, (Continued) 

B. Basic Financial Statements - Basis of Presentation (continued) 

The govern m ental fund types is the only type used by th e District Attorney. The focus of 

the governmental funds' measurem ent (in the fund statements) is upon determination of 
finan cial position an d chan ges in finan cial position (sources, uses, and balan ces of 
financial resources) rather than  upon net income. The following is a description of the 
governm ental funds of th e D istrict Attorney: 

Governmental funds 

General Fund - Th e General Fund w as established in com plian ce with  Louisiana 
Revised Statute 15:571.11, which provides th at 12 per cent of the fines collected  an d 
bonds forfeited  be tran sm itted to th e District Attorn ey to defray the nece ssary expen ses 
of hi s offi ce. 

Special Revenue Funds - are used to acco unt for fees, fines, an d co sts collected for a 
specified  purpose or grant am ounts received  to be used  for specific purposes that deal 

with judicial prosecution. 

Th e funds are further classified as major or nonmajor based  on the total amoun t of revenue 
or assets per  fund as follow s: 

M ajor Funds 
General Fun d 
A ssessm ent Fun d 
W orthless Check Collection Fun d 
Bond Forfeiture Fun d 
IV-D Offi ce  Fund 

Nonmajor Funds 
in terven tion Fun d 
Asset Forfeiture Fun d 
Chi ld Support Incentive Fund 
Victim s Assistan ce Fun d 

C. M easurem ent Focus and Basis of A ccounting 

Accrual Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to the point at which revenues or expen ditures ar e recognized 
in th e accounts and reported  on th e finan cial statem ents. It relates to the tim ing of th e 
m easur em ents m ade regardless of th e m easur em ent focus applied . 

15 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Lafonrehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, (Continued) 

C. M easurem ent Focus and Basis of Accounting (continued) 

Governm ental activities in the governm ent-wide financial statem ents are presented on the 
accrual basis of accounting. Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets and liabilities 
resulting from  exchan ge an d exchange-like transactions ar e recognized when the 
exchange takes place. Revenues, expenses, gains, losses, assets, and liabilities resulting 
from nonexchan ge tran sactions are recognized in accordance with th e requirem ents of 
GASB Statem ent No. 33 "Accounting an d Finan cial Reporting for Nonexchan ge 
Tran sactions." 

Program  revenues included in th e Statem ent of Activities derive directly from  th e 
program  itself and reduce the cost of the function to be finan ced  from  the general 
revenues. 

Modified Accrual Basis of Accounting 

The fund finan cial statem ents are presented on the m odified accrual basis of accounting. 
Under th e m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized  when 

susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable an d available). 
"M eas urable" m ean s the am oun t of the tran saction can  be determ ined and "available" 
m ean s collectible with in th e current period or soon enough th ereafter to be used  to pay 
liabilities of th e current period or with in 60 days after year  end. Expenditures ar e 
generally recorded  when th e related fu nd liability is incurred. 

W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current as sets and current liabilities generally ar e 

included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents of these funds present increases (i.e. 
revenues an d other financing sources) an d decreases (i.e., expenditures an d other 
finan cing uses) in net current assets. 

Fines, fees, an d oth er revenues ar e recorded when collected an d ar e considered 
susceptible to accrual. 
D . Cash 

Cash includes dem an d deposits of the District Attorn ey. Under state law th e District 
Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District m ay deposit funds in dem an d deposits, 
interest-bearing dem an d deposits, or tim e deposits with  state banks organ ized  under 
Louisian a law and national banks having th eir principal offi ces in Louisian a. 

16 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

S UM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICANTA CCOUNTING POLICIES, (Continued) 

E. Interfund Receivables and Payables 

During the course of operations transactions occur between individuals funds. These 
receivables an d payables are classified as "due to or due from other funds" on the fund 
finan cial statem ent balance sheet. 

In the process of aggregating data for the governm ent-wide financial Statem ent of Net 
Assets an d th e Statem ent of A ctivities som e am ounts reported  as Due to/from  balances 
were elim inated . Interfund receivables an d payables were elim inated to m inim ize th e 
"gr ossing up" effect on the assets and liabilities within the governm en tal activities 
colum n. 

F. C apital Assets 

In the governm en t-wide financial statem ents capital as sets pur chased or acquired with an 
original cost of $500 or more are rec orded at either historical co st or estimated  historical 
cost and depreciated over their estimated useful lives (excluding salvage value). 
Contributed as sets ar e recorded  at fair m arket value at th e date received . Additions, 
im provem ents an d other capital outlays th at significantly extend th e useful life of an asset 
are capitalized. Oth er costs incurred for repairs and m aintenance ar e expensed as 
incurred. Straight-line depreciation is used based on th e following estim ated usefu l lives: 

~ Offi ce equipm ent 5 year s 
~ V ehicles 5 year s 
~ Leasehold im provem ents 10 years 

In th e fund finan cial statem ents, capital assets used  in governm ental fund operations ar e 
accounted for as capital outlay expen ditures of th e fund upon acquisition. 

G . Com pensated Absences 

The District Attorn ey has an  inform al policy for vacation an d sick leave. Present clerical 
em ployees are allowed 10 days of vacation each year an d 3 days of sick leave each year . 
Vacation an d sick leave do not accumulate or vest; th erefore, no liability for compensated 
absences is recorded 

17 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNT ING POLICIES, (Continued) 

H . Equi ty Classifications 

Government-wide Statements 

Equity is classified as net assets and displayed in three components: 

a. Invested in capital assets, (net)--Consists of capital assets net of 
accum ulated depreciation. 
b. Restricted net assets--Consists of net assets with constraints placed on the 
use by law through constitutional provisions or enabling legislation. 
e. Unrestricted net as sets---All other net assets th at do not m eet th e definition 
of"restricted" or "invested in capital as sets." 

Fund Statements 

Govern m en tal fund equity is classified as  fund balance. Fund balan ce is further clas sified  
as reserved  and unreserved, with unr eserved further split between designated an d 
undesignated. 

I. U se of Estim ates 

The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity with gen erally acce pted accounting 
principles req uirem ents m an agem ent to m ake estim ates an d as sum ptions th at affect th e 
reported am ounts of as sets and liabilities an d disclosure of co ntingen t assets an d liabilities 
at th e date of th e finan cial statem ent and th e reported  am oun ts of revenues an d expen ditures 
during th e rep orting period. Actu al results could differ from  those estim ates. 

N ote 2 CASH  

State law requires that dep osits be fu lly co llateralized at all tim es. Acceptable 
collateralization includes the $100,000 FDIC/FSLIC insuran ce an d the market value of 
securities purchased an d pledged. Obligations of the United States, the State of Louisiana 
an d certain political subdivisions are allowed as security for deposits. Obligations 
furnished  as security must be held by the District Attorney or with an  unaffiliated bank or 
trust com pan y for th e accoun t of the District Attorn ey of the Seventeenth Judicial 
District. 
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DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note 2 CASH  (Continued) 

The table presented below is designed to disclose the level of custody credit risk assum ed 
by the District Attorney based upon how its deposits were insured  or secured with  
collateral at D ecem ber 31, 2001. Th e categories of cred it risk are defined as follow s: 

~ Category 1-- Insur ed  by FD1C or collateralized with securities held by the District 
Attorney (or public trust) or by its agent in its name 

~ Category  2-- Uninsured but collateralized wi th securities held by the pled ging 
financial institution's trust departm ent or agent in th e District Attorn ey's nam e 

~ Category 3-- Uninsured and uncollateralized; or collateralized with securities held by 
the pledging financial institu tion, or by its trust departm ent or agent but not in th e 
District Attorn ey's nam e; or eollateralized with  no written or approved collateral 
agreem ent 

A summary of cash an d cash equivalen ts (governmental activities) and the security 
pledged  to th em  ar e listed as follow s: 

Note 3 D UE FROM  O TH ER GO VERNM EN TS 

Th e am ounts due are for fines and fees collected by oth er  governm ents, state and local 
gran ts receivable an d reim bursable costs to be rem itted to th e District Attorney's Office. 
A reserve for uncollectible am oun ts is not considered necessary for these receivables. 
FUN D FO R FR O M  AM O UNT 
General Reimbur sed  Costs Lafourche Parish Council $100,000 
General Fines an d Fees Collected Lafourche Parish Sheriff $ 7,146 
Assessm ent Fines an d Fees Collected Lafourche Parish Sheriff $ 13,051 
IV-D Office Gran t State of Louisian a $ 29,582 

TOTAL $149,779 
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D ISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

N ote 4 CAPITAL ASSE TS 

A schedule of changes in capital assets follow s 

Less accum ulated depreciation: 

N ote 5 

During this fiscal year, th e District Attorney adopted a capitalization policy whereby 
assets over $500 would be capitalized. The $8,820 of assets an d the $7,065 of related  
depreciation are adjustments made during 2001 for all assets under $500 that were 
capitalized in previous years. 

Included in the $158,690 of total assets is $56,899 of idle property that was placed in 
storage during 2001; these assets wer e fully dep reciated in previous year s. 

Budgets are adopted on a m odified  accrual bas is, which is consistent with  generally 
accepted  accounting principles. Annual appropriated  budgets are ad opted for th e general 
fund an d special reven ue funds. A ll annual appropriations lapse at fiscal year  end. 
Form al budgetary integration is em ployed as part of th e accounting system , an d the 
budget is am ended  by supplem ental appropriations as needed  to com ply with state law . 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF TH E  SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note 4 BUDGETS (Continued) 

N ote 6 

The on-behalf paym ents received and paid by the State of Louisian a an d Lafourche Parish 
Council are not budgeted or reflected in the Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures, an d 
Chan ges in Fund Balan ces - Budget an d Actual -Assessm ent Fund in th is report. The 
net effect of reflecting th e receipt an d paym ent of salaries an d benefits on-behalf is zero. 
A reconciliation of total revenues an d expenditures for th e Assessm ent Fund follow s: 

All individuals who w ork at th e D istrict A ttorn ey's offi ces ar e paid by th e Lafourche 
Parish Coun cil an d have th e opportun ity to be m embers of th e Lafourche Parish 
Em ployees Retirem ent System . Th e District A ttorney an d assistan t District Attorn eys are 
m em bers of th e Louisian a District Attorneys 

Retirem ent System . GA SB requires certain disclosure for em ployers who m aintain 
retirem ent plan s for their em ployees. All individuals at the District Attorn ey's offi ce are 
compensated by oth ers who disclose the required retirem ent plan  inform ation in their 
sep arately issued finan cial statem ents. Both  retirem ent plan s m en tioned above ar e 
adm inistered  an d controlled by separate boards of trustees. 

POST-EM PLO YM EN T HEALTH  AND  LIFE INSURAN CE 

The District Attorn ey currently pays th e em ployee portion of health care an d life 
insurance benefits an d the parish council pays th e em ployer portion. There is no form al 
policy concern ing retiree ben efits, but th e District Attorn ey will continue to pay the 
retiree's portion upon request. The District Attorn ey paid $3,617 in post-retirem ent 
benefits for health insur an ce on behalf of one retiree  at December 31, 2001. 



DISTRICTA TTORN E Y OF TH E  SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Lafourehe Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Note 6 EM PLOYEE BENEFITS (Continued) 

N ote 7 

In 1993, em ployees of the District Attorney's Offi ce, through the Parish, began to 
participate in a deferred com pensation program . The District Attorney's offi ce 
contributed  to this deferred com pensation plan in 1995 on behalf of their em ployees, 
regardless of whether the em ployee participated in th e progr am . 

The practice of the District Attorn ey's offi ce co ntributing to the deferred compensation 
plan  was discontinued during the 1995 fiscal year; however, em ployees ar e still able to 
continue through payroll ded uctions through th eir parish payr oll. 

The Louisiana D eferred Com pensation Plan serves as adm inistrator an d has the 
responsibility for m aintaining a deferred account with respect to each participan t's 
account in accordan ce with the participant's investm ent specification. 

ON  BEH ALF PA YM EN TS & EXPENDITURES N O T IN CLUDED IN  TH E 
FINAN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

The state an d the Lafourche Parish Council pay a portion of th e salaries of the District 
Attorney an d th e as sistant District Attorn eys. The Lafourche Parish Coun cil pays the 
salaries of the offi ce staff wi th a supplem ental payroll from  th e District Attorn ey's payr oll 
acco un t. Th e State of Louisian a provides direct paym ents of salaries to th e district attorney 
an d the assistan t district attorneys, as  designated  by th e District Attom ey's Offi ce. These 
paym ents, referred  to as "on-behalf paym en ts received", provide th e district attorn ey an d 

assistant district attomeys with their base salary (currently $50,000 and $30,000, 
respectively). If the District Attomey's Offi ce wishes to pay salaries greater than the 
am oun t of the salary supplem ents from  th e state, th e additional am oun ts are paid out of th e 
parish co uncil's payr oll accoun ts or th e District Attorn ey's Offi ce payroll account. The 
Lafourche Parish Council provi des the offi ce staff wi th th eir base salary and if th e District 
Attorn ey wishes to pay salaries greater than th at am oun t, th e additional am oun ts are paid of 
th e District Attorney's payr oll acco un t. 

In acco rdan ce with GASB No. 24, "Accounting an d Finan cial Reporting for Certain Gran ts 
an d Other  Finan cial Assistance", the am ount of on-behalf salaries paid directly to the 
district attorn ey and th e as sistant di strict attorn eys an d the offi ce staff, as well as the related 
benefits, has  been reco gnized  by the District Attorney's Offi ces as  revenues an d 
expen ditures. The am oun t reco gnized  for th e year ended  Decem ber 31, 2001 was  
$1,075,663. 
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DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

ON  BEH ALF  PA YM EN TS & EXPENDITURES N O T IN CLUDED  IN  TH E 

FINANCIAL STATEM EN TS (Continued) 

The accom panying finan cial statem ents do not include certain expenditures of the District 
Attorney paid out of th e funds from  the Lafourehe Parish Criminal Court Fund an d the 
Lafourche Parish Council for the operations of th e District Attorney's office. Exam ples 
of these operating expenditures include portions of rent, health  insuran ce, and IV-D 
program  expenditures that are paid or absorbed by th e Lafourche Parish Council. At 
December  31, 2001, th e am ount of the expenses paid or absorbed by these oth er agencies 
has not been determ ined . 

N ote 8 EXP ENDITURES - EX CESS OF A CTUAL O VER B UD GE TED 

N ote 9 

Individual funds had actual expenditures over budgeted expenditures for th e year ended 
Decem ber 31, 2001 as described below : 

The District Attorney of th e Seventeenth Judicial District m aintained  oper ating leases for 
six autom obiles. The lease term  for each of th ese leases is for 36 m onths beginning on 
the date the lease is signed. Lease payments made for the six vehicles totaled $22,433 for 
the year  ending D ecem ber 31, 2001. Th e m onth ly m inim um  lease rental for the six 

vehicles totaled $2,144. 
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DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

LIABILITY INSURAN CE 

The District Attorn ey is exposed to various risks of loss related to tort, theft of, dam age 

to, an d destruction of assets; errors and omission; injuring to em ployees; and natural 
disasters. The District Attorn ey purchased th e following comm ercial insurance policies 
for an y an d all claim s relating to the above types of risks: 

!i!iiil :~ BLEiiiii 

Professional Liability $ lO0,O00/daim 
$ 3(~3,0013 aggregate g 1,250/claim 

Personal Injury $100,000/claim 
$ 300,000 aggr egate $ 1,250/claim 

Criminal Proceedings $ 50,O00/claim $ 500/claim 
Disdplinary Proceedings $ 10,O00/clalm $ 500/claim 

The District Attorn ey's paym ent of th e ded uctible is the only liability associated with his 
general liability insur ance. The Lafourche Parish Council is responsible for obtaining 
general liability, auto liability and worker 's compensation insur ance for the District 

Attorn ey's office and employees. 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

The Lafour che Parish Council provides health an d life insurance to th e District 
Attorn ey's em ployees. However, th e District Attorney does reim bur se th e Lafourche 
Parish Council for 50%  of 95%  of m edical an d life insuran ce prem ium s paid on behalf of 
the District Attorney's clerical staff an d 100%  of the District Attorn ey an d Assistan t 
District Attorn ey's m edical an d life insuran ce prem ium s. Settlem ents have not exceeded 

insurance coverage in any of the three proceeding years. 

LITIGA TION  AND  CLAIM S 

At Decem ber 31, 2001, there is no litigation pending against the District Attorn ey th at is 
susceptible to accrual in acco rdan ce with statem ents of Financial Accounting Standards 

N o. 5. 



 



DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF  TH E  SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
M AJOR F UND S 

General Fund - The General Fund was established in com pliance with Louisian a Revised 
Statute 15:571.11, which provides that 12 per cen t of the fines co llected  and bonds forfeited 
be transm itted  to th e District Attorn ey to defray the necessary expenses of hi s offi ce. 

Assessm ent Fund - The Assessm ent Fund is used  to account for all fees collected  in 
accordance with Lo uisian a Revised  Statute 16:16, whi ch authorizes th e collec tion of an  
am ount from every defendan t who is convicted after trial or other plea of guilty or who 
forfeits his bond. Th ese co sts are to be in addition to all oth er fines, co sts, or forfeitures 
im posed  by law . 

W orthless Checks Fund - The W orthless Check Collection Fee Spec ial Reven ue Fund 
consists of fees collected  in accordance with Louisian a Revised  Statute 16:15, whi ch 
provides for a specific fee  whenever the District Attorney's offi ce  co llects an d processes a 
worthless check. Expen ditures from  this fund are at th e sole discretion of th e District 
Attorney and m ay be used  to defray the salaries an d the expen ses of th e offi ce of th e District 
Attorney, but m ay not be used to supplem en t the salary of the District Attorney. 

Bond Forfeiture Fund- Th e Bond Forfeiture Fund is used  to accoun t for the co llection and 
disbursem en t of proceed s from the forfeiture of District, Parish, and City Court bail and 
surety bonds for failur e by a defen dan t to appear in co urt. The district attorney distributes 
the proceed s of the bond forfeitures in acco rdan ce wi th  Loui sian a Revised  Statue 15:571.11 
(L) an d (M). Th e District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District's portion of these 
proceeds are left in this fund until such tim e th ese funds are needed  in hi s general operating 
fund. 

Title IV-D Offi ce Fund - Th e Title IV-D Offi ce Fun d consists of reimbursement grant 
paym ents from  th e Louisiana Departm ent of Social Services, auth orized  by Act 117 of 
1975, to establish fam ily an d child support program s co m patible with Title IV -D of the 
Social Security Act. Th e purpose of the fund is to enforce the support obligation owed  by 
absen t parents to their fam ilies and children, to locate absent parents, to establish patemity, 
an d to obtain fam ily an d child support. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY O F TH E 

REVENUES 

Fines and fees 
Intergovernmental 
Interest 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 

General government - judicial 
Office operations 
Court Costs 
Travel and conventions 
Dues and subscriptions 
Autom obile leases 
Insurance 

Total current expenditures 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 

LA FO UR CH E PA RI SH , LO UISIANA 
Budget Comparison Schedule 

General Fund 
Year Ended December 31,2001 

ed Amounts 
Final 

$ 104,000 $ 104,000 

2,000 
106.000 

3.500 
107,500 

35,900 
11,500 
38,500 
14,000 
30,000 
81.000 

47,551 
16,000 
27,400 
15,500 
25.000 
87,250 
218,701 
1.000 

210,900 
18.000 

Actual 
Amounts 

$ 113,123 
100,000 
3,682 

216,805 

40,669 
14,885 
28,009 
14,478 
22,433 
86.996 
207,470 

762 

Variance 
with Final 
Budget- 
Positive 

/Negative) 

9,123 
100,000.00 

182 
109.305 

6,882 
1,115 

(609) 
1,022 
2,567 
254 

11,231 
238 

228,900 219.701 208.232 11.469 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures (122,900) (112,201) 

Operating transfers in 
Total other finaincing sources 

Net change in fund balance 

FUND BA LA NCES 

Beginning 
Ending 

15.000 
15.000 

8.573 120.774 

(107,900) (112,201) 8,573 120,774 

223,500 233,622 
115.600 121.421 

233,620 
$ 242,193 

(2) 
$ 120,772 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F TH E SEVENTEEN TH JU DICIAL DISTRICT 

LAFO URCH E PARISH , LO UISIA NA 
Budget Comparison Schedule 

Assessment Fund 
Year Ended December 31,2001 

REVENUES 

Fines and fees 
Interest 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 

General government - judicial 
Personnel services 
Office operations 
Insurance 

Total current expenditures 

$ 195,000 $ 175,000 
5,000 7.000 

200.000 

196,300 

3.000 
199.300 

Net change in fund balance 700 

FUND BA LANCES 

Beginning 
Ending 

289,500 
$ 290,200 

151.800 

3,200 
155.000 

27.000 

289,500 
$ 316.500 

Actual 
Amounts 

$ 190,203 
6,943 

197.146 

152,034 
414 

3.073 

Variance 
with Final 
Budget- 
Positive 

/Ne.qative) 

$ 15,203 
(57) 

15.146 

(234) 
(414) 
127 

41.625 14.625 

310.792 
352.417 

21,292 
$ 35,917 



 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F TH E SEVENTEENTH JU DICIAL DISTRICT 

LAFO URCH E PAR ISH , LO UISIANA 

Budget Comparison Schedule 
Bond Forfeiture Fund 

Year Ended December 3 l, 2001 

REVENUES 

Fines and fees 
Interest 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Current: 

General government - judicial 
Office operations 

Total current expenditures 

Budgeted Amounts 

47,000 
1.500 

48.500 

Final 

45,600 
2.800 

Actual 
Amounts 

40,076 
2.862 

6,720 6,720 7.910 
6,720 6.720 7.910 

Variance 
with Final 
Budget- 
Positive 

(Negative) 

$ (5,524) 
62 

(5,462) 

(1,19o) 
(1,19o) 

Net change in fund balances 41,780 41,680 35,028 (6,652) 

FUND BALANCES 

Beginning 
Ending 152.780 

113.412 113.412 
155.092 148.440 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY  O F TH E SEV ENTEENTH JU DICIA L DISTRICT 

LA FO URCH E PARISH , LO UISIANA 

Budget Comparison Schedule 

IV-D Offi ce Fund 

Year Ended December 31, 2001 

REVENUES 

Intergovernm ental 
Interest 

Total Revenues 

EXEEBDff_URE~ 
Current: 

General government - judicial 
IV-D program 

Total current expenditures 

Budgeted Am ounts 

$ 161,000 
85 

161.085 

161.000 
161.000 

$ 161,000 
150 

161.150 

161.000 
161.000 

Actual 
Amounts 

$ 181,545 
145 

181.690 

181.545 
181,545 

Variance 
w ith Final 
Budget- 
Positive 

(Negative) 

$ 20,545 

(5) 
20.540 

(20,545) 
(20,545) 

Net change in fund balances 85 150 145 (5) 

Beginning 
Ending 

425 425 425 
510 575 570 



 



D ISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF TH E SE VEN TEEN TH  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
NONM AJOR FUND S 

Intervention Fund - The Intervention Fund accounts for a program that handles cases that 
the District Attorn ey's Offi ce feels would be better sew ed out of the co urt system . Th ese 
cases co nsist of people charged with  m isdem eanors, traffi c tickets, or minor felonies. The 
offenders agr ee to serve a probation period rath er than entering th e co urt system  an d having 
a crim inal conviction on th eir record. Th e revenues ar e generated  through fees paid by th e 
offenders placed in this program . Th e expenditures  will co nsist of salaries of investigators 
as signed to this program  an d various offi ce expen ditures. 

Asset Forfeiture Fund - The Asset Forfeiture Fund is used to accoun t for the District 
Attorney's portion of m oni es an d proceeds from  th e sale of property seized or obtained  by 

jud~aent or settlem ent as a result of drug-related activities. 

Child Support Ineenlive Fund - The Child Support Ince ntive Fun d is used  to acco unt for 
paym ents received  from  th e Louisiana Departm en t of Social Services whi ch co nsist of 15 
per cent of all am oun ts co llected and required  to be distributed , as provided  in Sec tion 456 
of th e Social Security Act, to red uce  or repay assistance paym en ts. 

lqctim s Assistance Fund - Th e Victim s A ssistan ce Fun d accounts for am oun ts received 
from  the State in accordan ce with Louisian a Revised Statuel6:17 to create in each 

judicial district a victims assistance program . The purpose of this program is to assist 
victims an d their fam ilies through the en tire criminal justice process and to facilitate the 
delivery of victim s' services an d rights as  provided by law . Th e expenditures of this fund 
consist of salary an d related  benefits for a full-tim e victim s assistan ce co ordinator. 



 



 



 



STAGNI & C OM PANY LLC 

O VER FINA NCIA L REPO RTING  BA SED O N AN AUDIT O F 
RE PO RT O N CO M PLIA N CE AN D O N INTERN AL CO N TRO L 

BA SIC FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN 
A CCO RDAN CE W ITH  GO VERN M EN T A UDITIN G STANDARD S 

H onorable W alter N aquin, Jr. 
District Attorney of the Seventeenth Judicial District 
Lafourche Parish, Louisiana 

W e have audited the basic financial statem ents of the District Attorn ey of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District, Lafourche Parish Louisiana as of an d for the year ended  
D ecember 31, 2001, an d have issued our report th ereon dated  February 1, 2002. W e 
conducted  our audit in acco rdan ce with  auditing standards generally accepted in the 
U nited  States of Am erica and th e stan dards applicable to finan cial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued  by th e Com ptroller  General of th e United  States. 

C om pliance 
As part of obtaining reas onable as suran ce  about wheth er th e District Attorney of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District's financial statem ents are free of material m isstatem ent, we 
perform ed  tests of its co mpliance with  certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts 
an d grants, noncom pliance  with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the 
determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. However , providing an  opinion on 

co mpliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we 
do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed  no instan ces of 
noncom plian ce that ar e required to be reported  under Government Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial R eporting 
In planning an d perform ing our audit, we considered the District Attorn ey of the 
Seventeenth Judicial District's internal control over  finan cial reporting in order to 
determ ine our auditing proced ures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the 
finan cial statem ents and not to provi de assuran ce on th e internal co ntrol over financial 
rep orting. Our co nsideration of th e internal co ntrol over finan cial reporting would not 
necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal co ntrol over  financial reporting that m ight 
be m aterial weaknesses. 
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Honorable W alter N aquin, Jr. 
District Attom ey of the Seventeenth Judicial District 
Lafourche Parish Louisiana 
Page 2 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of th e 
internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level th e risk that 
m isstatem ent in am ounts th at would be m aterial in relation to the finan cial statem ents 
being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by employees in the 
norm al course of perform ing th eir assign ed  functions. W e noted no m atters involving th e 
internal co ntrol over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be m aterial 
weaknesses. 

This report is intended  solely for th e inform ation and use of m anagem ent an d th e 
Louisian a Legislative Auditor an d is not intended to be and should not be used by an yone 
oth er  th an  th ese specified  parties. Under Louisian a Revised  Statue 24:513, this report is 
distributed by th e Legislative Auditor as  a public docum ent. 

Stagni &  Company 

Thibodaux, Louisian a 
February 1, 2002 
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DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE 

SEVENTEENTH JUDICIA L DISTRICT, 

LA FO URCHE PA RISH, LO UISIANA 

Sum mary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

NONE 

SECTION II - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AW ARDS 

NO NE 

SECTION III - MANAGEMENT LETTER 
NONE 



 


