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STAGNI & C OM PANY, LLC  

IN D EPEN D EN T A UD ITOR 'S REPOR T 

Honorable A nthony G . "Tony" Faltennan 
District Attorn ey of the Twenty-Third Judicial District 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of the District 
Attorn ey of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District, a com ponent unit of the Ascension Parish 
Council, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001, as listed in the table of 
contents. These financial statem ents are the responsibility of the District Attorn ey of the 
Tw enty-Third Judicial District's m an agem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion 
on these general-purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of Am erica an d the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 
Those standards require that we plan  an d perform  the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes 
exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts an d disclosures in the finan cial 
statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial statem ent 
presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reas onable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion the general-purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in 
all m aterial respects, the financial position of the District Attorn ey of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial District, as of Decem ber 31, 2001, and the results of its operations for the year 
then ended, in conformity w ith accounting principles generally accepted  in the United 
States of Am erica. 

In accordance W ith Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated 
M ay 31, 2002 on our consideration of the D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial 
District's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its com pliance with 
certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants. That report is an integral part 
of an audit perform ed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be 

read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 

207 L~AVE AVENUE 
THtBOC~UX, LA 70301 
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11 JAMES BLVO., StJffE 210 
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Honorable A nthony G . "Tony" Faltennan 
District Attorn ey of the Tw enty-Third Judicial D istrict 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, and St. Jam es, Louisiana 
Page 2 

Our audit w as conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general-purpose 
financial statem ents taken as a whole. The supplem ental statem ents in the table of 
contents are presented for additional analysis and are not a required part of the general- 
purp ose financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial 

District. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the general-purpose financial statem ents, and in our opinion is fairly presented in 
all m aterial respects in relation to the general-purpose financial statem ents taken as a 
whole. 

&  Co,.ra. 

Thibodaux, Louisiana 
M ay 31, 2002 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 



 



 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TW ENTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUM PTION, AND ST. JAMES, LOUISIANA 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
All Governmental Fund Types 

For the year ended December 31, 2001 

REVENUES 
Fines and forfeitures 
Pre-tdal intervention fees 
Intergovernmental revenue: 

Louisiana Department of Social Services 
Police Jury and Parish Councils 
School Boards 
Special District 
Grants 
State Salary Supplement 
Parish Salary Supplement 

Check collection fees 
Other 
Interest 
TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 

General government - judicial - 
Current: 

Personnel service 
Auto repair & maintenance 
Office operations 
Travel and conventions 
Professional services 
Other miscellaneous 

Total current expenditures 

Capital outlay 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

Genera l 
Fund 

$ 586,416 
663,236 

249,887 
45,000 
18,000 
127,463 
537,687 
128,285 

15,982 
15,267 

2,387,223 

1,816,255 
14,102 
249,175 
28,977 
46.005 

74.790 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

$103,484 

44,874 

5,047 
153,405 

120.499 

20,655 
1,887 
19,704 
984 

163.729 

Total 

(Memorandum Only) 

$ 586,416 
663,236 

103,484 
249,887 
45,000 
18,000 
127,463 
537,687 
128,285 
44,874 
15,982 
20,314 

2,540,628 

1,936,754 
14,102 
269,830 
30,864 
65,709 

984 

76,104 

2,394,347 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 157,919 (11,638) 146,281 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in (out) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES OVER 
EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES 175,961 (29,680) 146,281 

FUND BALANCES 
Beginning of year 
End of year 

784,787 
$ 960,748 

See notes to financial statements. 
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DIS TRIC T A TTORNEY OF THE TW ENTY- THIRD JUDICIAL DIS TRIC T 
PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUM PTION, AND ST. JAM ES, LOUISIANA 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures. and Changes in Fund Balances 
Budget and Actual - General Fund 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

REVENUES 
Fines and forfeitures 
Pre -trial intervention fees 
Intergovernmental revenue: 

Police jury and parish councils 
School boards 
Special District 
Grants 
State Salary Supplement 
Parish Salary Supplement 

Other 
interest 
TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 

General government - judicial - 
Current: 

Personnel serv ice 
Auto repair & maintenance 
Office operations 
Travel and conventions 
Professional service s 
Other 

Total current expenditures 

Capital outlay 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

Bud~let 

$ 554,095 
678,950 

280,375 
45,000 
18,000 

200,684 
537,685 
116,667 
8,060 
15,710 

2,455,226 

1,781,831 
15,160 

285,753 
30,231 
40,896 
1,200 

2,155,071 

69,251 

2,224,322 

Actual 

$ 586,416 
663,236 

249,887 
45,000 
18,000 
127,463 
537,687 
128,285 
15.982 
15,267 

2,387,223 

1,816,255 
14,102 
249,175 
28,977 
46,005 

2.154.514 

74.790 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 32,321 
(15,714) 

(30,488) 

(73,221) 
2 

11,618 
7,922 

(443) 
(68,003) 

(34,424) 
1,058 
36,578 
1,254 

(5,109) 
1,200 
557 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 230,904 157,919 (72,985) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in (out) 18.042 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENEUS AND 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES OVER 

EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES 230,904 175,961 (54,943) 

FUND BALANCES 
Beginning of year 
End of year 

784,787 
$1,015,691 

See notes to financial statements. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TW ENTY THRID JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUMPTION AND ST. JAMES, LOUISIANA 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
Budget and Actual -Special Revenue Funds 
For the year ended December 31, 2001 

REVENUES 
Intergovem mental Revenue: 

Louisiana Department of Socia 
Check Collection fees 
Interest 
TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 

General government - judicial - 
Current: 

Personnel services 
Office operations 
Travel and conventions 
Professional services 
Miscellaneous 

Total Current Expentitures 

Capital Outlay 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Service s $ 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in (out) 

05,600 
82,619 
4,950 
93.160 

134,599 
26,380 
4,285 
19,704 

25 

Actual 

$ 103,484 
44,874 
5,047 

153,405 

120,499 
20,655 
1,887 
19,704 

984 
184,993 163,729 

149 1,314 

8,018 

165,043 

Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ (2,116) 
(37,736) 

97 

(39,755) 

14,100 
5,725 
2,398 

(959) 
21,264 

(1,165) 

(19,656) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES OVER 
EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES 8,018 (29,680) (37,698) 

Beginning of year 
End of year 

306,909 
$ 314,927 

See notes to financial statements. 
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DISTR ICT A TTORNE Y OF  TH E  TWEN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2001 

As provided by Article V . Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the District 
Attorn ey has charge of every crim inal prosecution by the state in his district, is th e 

representative of the state before the gran d jury in his district, an d is the legal advisor to the 
gran d jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. The District Attorney is elected by 
the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. The judicial district 
encompasses the parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, an d St. Jam es, Louisiana. 

SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

Th e financial statem ents of th e District Attorn ey of th e Twenty-Third Judicial 

District (District Attorney), Parishes of Ascen sion, Assumption, an d St. 
Jam es, Louisian a have been  prep ared in conform ity with  gen erally accepted 

accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. Th e 
Governm ental Accounting Stan dar ds Boar d is the accepted stan dard-setting 
body for establishing govern m ental accoun ting and financial reporting 
principles. Th e m ore significan t accoun ting policies of th e District Attorney 
are described below : 

Th is report includes all funds an d accoun t gr oups, which ar e controlled  
by th e District Attorn ey of th e Twenty-Th ird Judicial District, which 
w as determ ined on the basis of criteria set forth under Govem m ental 

Accounting Stan dards Board (GASB) statement number 14. 

Even though th e district attorney is an  independently elected  official 

and is legally separate fi'om the police jury/parish councils, the district 
attorney is fiscally dependent on the police jury/parish coun cils and is 
considered to be a component unit of the police jury/parish coun cils. 
Since the district attorn ey is a m ultiparish district attorney, th e district 

attorney is reported as a co mponent unit of only one police jury/parish 
council. Th e A scension Parish co un cil is th e lar gest of th e parish 

coun cils/police juries, therefore the district attorney is considered to be 
com ponent un it for finan cial reporting purposes of Ascension Parish 
Coun cil. 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E TW EN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For th e Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

A. Ren ortin~ Entity (Continued) 

B 

The accom panying finan cial statem ents present inform ation only on 
the funds m aintained by the district attorney and do not present 

information on the police juries/parish councils, the general 
govern m ent services provided by that governm ental unit, or the oth er 
governm ental units that com prom ise the finan cial reporting entity. 

Th e District Attom ey uses funds an d accoun t groups to report on its 
finan cial position and the results of its operations. Fund accoun ting is 
designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance an d to aid finan cial 
m an agem ent by segr egating tran sactions related to certain govern m ent 
functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with  a self-balan cing set of 
accounts. An accoun t gr oup, on th e other hand, is a finan cial reporting 

device design ed to provide acco un tability for certain assets an d 
liabilities th at are not recorded in the funds because th ey do not 
directly affect net expendable available finan cial resources. 

Funds of the district attorn ey are classified as governm ental fu nds. 
Governm ental funds accoun t for the District Attorn ey's general 
activities, including th e co llec tion an d disbursem en t of spec ific or 
legally restricted  monies, and th e acquisition of gen eral fixed  as sets. 

Th e District Attom ey's governm en tal funds in clude: 

General Fund - Th e Gener al Fund was established  in co m plian ce with  
Louisian a Revi sed  Statute 15:571.11, which provides th at 12 per cent of 
th e fines co llected  an d bonds forfeited  be tran sm itted to th e District 
Attorn ey to defray the necessary expenses of his offi ce. Also, LSA-RS 
16.4 provi des for additional revenues to be collected  through co urt co st 
in connection with convictions an d un der the authority of LSA-RS 16.6 
revenues were collected as grants from one policy jury and two parish 
councils within th e district. 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF TH E TWEN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIA L DISTRI CT 
Parishes of Ascension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Y ear Ended D ecember 31, 2001 

SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT A CCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

General Fund (continued) 
Additional reven ues in clude unrestricted grants from three school boards 
within th e di strict for gener al oper ations and revenues co llected through 
the Pre-Trial Intervention Program  to help defray the co st of that 

program . 

W oN aless Checks Fund- The W o~hless Chec k Collection Fee 
Special Reven ue Fund consists of fees co llected  in acco rdan ce wi th 
Louisiana Revised  Statute 16:15, which provides for a specific fee 
whenever the District Attorn ey's offi ce  co llects an d proce sses a 
worthless check. Expenditures from  this fund are at the sole di scretion of 
the District Attorn ey an d m ay be used  to defray th e salaries an d the 
expen ses of th e offi ce of the District Attom ey, but m ay not be used  
supplem en t th e salary of the District Attorn ey. 

Title IV-D Offi ce Fun d - Th e Title 1V -D Offi ce Fun d co nsists of 
reim bursem en t gr an t paym ents from  th e Louisiana Departm en t of Social 
Services, authorized  by Act 117 of 1975, to establish family an d chi ld 
support program s com patible with Title IV-D of th e Social Security Act. 
Th e purpose of the fund is to enforce the support obligation owed by 
absent paren ts to th eir fam ilies and chi ldren , to locate absent paren ts, to 
establish patern ity, and to obtain fam ily and chi ld support. 

Agency Fun ds: 
Agency funds ar e used  to accoun t for assets held by th e District Attom ey 
for oth er funds, oth er govern m en ts, and/or oth ers. Agency funds are 

custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m eas urem en t of results of operations. 

Pre-Trial Intervention Fund - Th e Interv~ tion Fund acco un ts for funds 
held for vi ctim s of crim es as  a result of certain non-violent first 
offenders who have agr eed to participate in  the PreTrial Intervention 

progr am . 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E TW EN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIA L DISTRICT 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For th e Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

B. Fund Accounting (Continued) 

C 

Pre-Trial Intervention Fun d (co ntinued 
As part of this proglam , the offen der is required to pay restitution. 
M oney is deposited in this fund an d restitution is m ade to the victim s. 

Drug Forfeiture Fund - The Drug Forfeiture fund acco un ts for m onies 

and proceeds from the sale of property seized or obtained by judgment 
or settlem ent as a result of drug-related activities. 

Bond Forfeiture Fund - The Bond Forfeiture Fund is used to acco unt for 
the collection an d disbursem ent of proceeds from  the forfeiture of 
District, Parish, an d City Court ball and surety bonds for failur e by a 
defendan t to appear in co urt. The district attorn ey distributes th e 
proceeds of th e bond forfeitures in acco rdance with Louisian a Revised 

Statue 15:571.11 (L) and (M). 

Gener al Fixed A sset A ccoun t Group is presen ted in th e 
accom pan ying financial statem ents, which is established to accoun t for 
all fixed assets of th e D istrict Attorney of th e Tw enty-Th ird Judicial 
District, Parishes of A scension, Assum ption, an d St. Jam es Parish, 
Louisiana. 

Th e accoun ting an d finan cial rep orting treatm ent applied to a fund is 
determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. All governm ental funds are 
accoun ted for using a current finan cial resources m easur em ent focus. 
W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current assets an d liabilities 
generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents of 

these funds present increases (i.e. revenues and other finan cing uses) 
an d decreases (i.e. expen ditures and other finan cing uses) in net 
current assets. Th e m odified accrual basis of accounting is used  by th e 
govem m ental funds. 

10 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E TW EN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

N ote 1 SUM M AR Y OF  SI GNIFI CAN T A C C O UN TIN G POLICIES 

C. Basis of Accounting (Continued) 

(Continued) 

The govern m ental funds use the following practices in recording 
revenues and expen ditures: 

Reven ues - Com m issions on fines and bond forfeitures are recorded  in 
th e year they are earned . Salary supplem en ts paid directly to th e 

district attorney and assistant district attorneys by the State, police jury 
an d parish councils with in th e district ar e recorded as revenues an d 
expenses when earn ed un der GASB-24. Gran ts are reco rded when the 
district attorn ey is entitled to th e funds. Substantially all oth er 
revenues are recorded  when received 

Expenditures - Expenditures ar e gen erally recognized under th e 
m odified accrual bas is of accoun ting when the related fund liability is 
incurred. 

Other Finan cin~ Sources (Uses) - Tran sfers between  funds that are not 
expected to be repaid (an d any other financing source/use) are 
accounted  for as other finan cing sources (uses). 

The District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District adopts an  
annual budget for th e Gener al Fund an d th e Special Reven ue Fun ds on 
a m odified accrual basis of acco un ting. Th e original proposed budget 
for 2001 was  m ade available for public inspection at the district 
attorn ey's office an d adopted  in Decem ber 2000. W hen actual 
revenues failed  to m eet budgeted revenues by five per cen t or m ore 
and/or actual expenditures exceed budgeted expenditures by five 
percent or m ore, a budget am endm ent to reflect such chan ge is adopted 
by the district attorn ey. The original budget was am ended. All 
appropriations lapse at th e end of th e fiscal year. 

Encum bran ces represent com m itm ents related  to unperform ed  
contracts for goods or services. Th e District Attorn ey's office does not 
use an  en cum brance system . 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E TWEN TY-TH IRD JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Staternen ts (Continued) 
For the Y ear Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

E. Cash and Cash Eauivaleats 

(Continued) 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem an d 
deposits, an d tim e dep osits. Cas h equivalents include am ounts in tim e 
deposits an d those investm ents with  original m aturities of 90 days or 
less. Under state law, the district attorney m ay dep osit funds in 
dem an d dep osits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, or tim e deposits 
with state banks organ ized under Louisian a law or an y other  state of 
the United States, or under th e laws of th e United States. 

F. Due from  Other  Govern m ents 

The receivable am ounts are m ade up of fines an d fees collected by 
oth er governm ents to be rem itted  to th e District Attorn ey's Offi ce, 
am ounts due on reim bursem ent gran ts, and reimbur sem ents for 
expenditures from  em ployees or oth er  agencies. No reserve for 
uncolleetables is considered necessary for these receivables. 

G . Fixed  Assets 

Fixed  assets ar e reco rded  as expenditures at the tim e pur chased  or 

constructed, an d the related assets are capitalized  (rep orted) in the 
general fixed assets account group. No dep reciation has  been provided 
on general fixed  assets. All fixed  assets ar e valued  at historical co st or 
estim ated co st. Oth er fixed assets used in th e district attorn ey's office 

are provided by the police juries or parish council within the district 
an d ar e acco unted  for in th e general fixed as sets account gr oup of 

those police juries or parish councils. 

Em ployees of the district attorn ey earn 10 days vacation leave per year 
and 10 days sick leave per year . An em ployee is entitled to take one 
week vacation leave after 6 m onth s em ploym ent. After 5 years of 
em ploym ent, an  em ployee is entitled  to take 3 weeks vacation leave. 
Two personal days ar e gr an ted to em ployees yearly, which cannot be 
accrued . Em ployees ar e allow ed  to accru ed  com pensatory tim e when 
working overtim e. 

12 



DISTRIC T A TTORN E Y OF TH E  TWEN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIA L DISTRI CT 
Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended December 31, 2001 

SUM MARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Em ployees, who resign or retire, are entitled to receive pay for all 
unused vacation leave and compensatory tim e that has been 
accum ulated. Em ployees ar e not paid for sick leave upon leaving the 
service of th e district attorney's offi ce, an d sick leave is lim ited to 
tw enty-five days. 

At the end of th e current year em ployees of the district attorn ey have 
accumulated $15,804 of vacation leave and compensatory time, which 
was  computed  in accordan ce with  GASB Codification Section C60. 
This am ount is reco rded as a payable of th e General Fund as  the entire 
am oun t is expected to be paid in th e next year . 

Interfund Tran sactions 

Quasi-external tran sactions are accounted for as reven ues or 
expenditures. Interfund transactions on th e other han d are reported  as  
transfer s. N on-recurring or non-routine perm anent tran sfers of equity 
ar e reported as residual eq uity transfers. All other interfund tran sfer s 
ar e reported as oper ating tran sfers. 

K . Fun d Equity 

Reserves 

Reserves represented  th ose portions of fund eq ui ty not appropriable for 
expenditure or legally segregated for a specific future use. 

Designated Fund Balances 

Designated fund balan ces represen t ten tative plan s for fu ture use of 
finan cial resources. 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E  TW EN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended December 31,2001 

SUM M AR Y OF  SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES. 

L. M em oran dum  Only - Total Colum ns 

(Continued) 

The total colum n on the financial statem ents is captioned 

Memorandum Only (overview) to indicate that it is presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis. Data in this colum n does not present 
finan cial position in conform ity with  generally accepted acco unting 
principles. N eith er is such data comparable to a co nsolidation. 
Interfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this 
data. 

Note 2 CASH  AND CASH  EQUIVALENTS 

Th e District Attorney has cash an d cas h equivalents as follows 

Th e deposits ar e stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law, 

deposits (or the resulting bank balan ces) must be secured by federal dep osit 
insur ance or th e pled ged of securities owned by th e fiscal agent bank. Th e 
m arket value of the pledged  securities plus th e federal deposit insurance must 
at all tim es equal the am oun t on deposit with  the fiscal agent. Th ese securities 
are held in th e nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial 
bank th at is m utually acceptable to both  parties. 

Cas h an d deposits ar e categorized  into three categories of cred it risk. 
~ Category 1 includes deposits covered by feder al depository  insur an ce 

or by collater al held by th e District or its agent, in the District's nam e. 
~ Category  2 includes  deposits co ver ed  by co llateral held by th e 

pledging financial institu tion's trust depar~ ent, or its agent in the 
District's nam e. 

~ Category  3 includes dep osits covered  by co llateral held by the 
pled ging financial institu tion, or its trust departm ent or agent but not in 
th e District's nam e. 



DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E TW EN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For th e Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2001 

Note 2 CASH  AND CASH  EOUIVALEN TS (Continued) 

The District Attorney's deposits (bank balances) are secured by $200,000 of 
fed eral deposit insurance (Category 1) and $1,284,467 of pledged securities 
held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (Category 3). 

Even though the pled ged securities are considered uncollateralized (GASB 
Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement No. 3, R.S. 39:1229 
im poses a statutory  requirem ent on th e custodial bank to advertise and sell th e 
pled ged  securities within 10 days of being notified  by th e district attorney th at 
th e fiscal agen t has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

N ote 3 D UE FROM  O TH ER GO VERNM EN TS 

Th e following is a sum m ary of due from  other govern m ents: 



N ote 4 

DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF  TH E TWEN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

Chan ges in the general fixed asset account group during the year are 
sum m arized as follows: 

N ote 5 LITIGA TION  AND  CLAIM S 

N ote 6 

Ther e is no litigation pending against the District Attorn ey that is susceptible 
to accrual in accordance w ith  statem ents of Financial Accounting Stan dar ds 
N o. 5. 

Plan D escription. Th e district attorney and assistan t district attorn eys are 

members of the Louisian a District Attorney's Retirem ent System  (System), a 
cost sharing, and m ultiple-em ployer  defined  benefit pension plan  adm inistered 
by a separate boar d of trustees. 

A ssistant district attorneys who earn, as a m inim um , the am ounts paid by the 
state for as sistant district attorneys an d ar e un der th e age of 60 at the tim e of 
original em ploym ent an d all district attorneys ar e required to participate in the 

system . For members who joined the system  before July 1, 1990, and who 
elect not to be covered  by the provisions, the following applies: Any m em ber 
with 23 or m ore years of cred itable service regar dless of age m ay retire with a 
3%  benefit reduction for each year below age 55, provided that no reduction is 
applied  if th e m ember has 30 or m ore year s of service. An y m ember  with at 
least 18 years of service m ay retire at age 55 with a 3% benefit reduction for 
each year below age 60. In addition, an y m ember with  at least 10 year s of 
service m ay retire at age 60 with a 3%  benefit red uction for each year  retiring 
below the age of 62. 
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N ote 6 

DISTRICT A TTORN E Y OF TH E TWEN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIAL DISTRI CT 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For th e Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

(Continued) 

The retirem ent benefit is equal to 3%  of the m ember's average final 
com pensation m ultiplied by th e num ber of years of his m em bership service, 
not to exceed 100%  of hi s aver age final com pensation. 

For mem bers who joined the system  after July 1, 1990, or who elected to be 
cover ed by th e new provisions the following applies: M em ber s are eligible to 
receive norm al retirem ent ben efits if th ey are age 60 and have 10 years of 
service credit, ar e age 55 an d have 24 years of service credit, or have 30 year s 
of service cred it regardless of age. Benefits m ay not exceed  100%  of average 
final com pensation. Th e system  also provides death an d disability benefits. 
Benefits are established or am ended by state statute. 

Th e system issues an annual publicly available financial report th at includes 
finan cial statem en ts an d required supplem entary inform ation for th e system . 
Th at report m ay be obtained by writing to th e Louisian a District Attorn eys 
Retirem ent System , 2109 D ecatur Street, N ew Orlean s, Louisian a 70116- 

2091, orby tailing (504) 947-5551. 

Funding Policy. Plan  m ember s are req uired by state statu te to contribute 7%  
of their annual covered salary an d th e district attorn ey is required to co ntribute 
at an actu arially determ ined  rate. The curren t rate is 0%  of annual covered 
payroll. Contributions to th e system  al so include .2%  of the ad valorena taxes 
collected  throughout the state an d revenue sharing funds as appropriated  by 
the legislatu re. The contribution requirem ents of plan  m em bers and th e 
district attorn ey are established an d m ay be am ended  by state statu te. As 
provi ded by R.S. 11:103, th e em ployer contributions are determ ined by 

actuarial valuation an d are subject to chan ge each year based on the results of 
the valuation for th e prior fiscal year . The District attorn ey's contributions to 
the System for the years ending December 31, 2001, 2000, an d 1999 were $0, 
$0, an d $0, respec tively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

N ote 7 SALAR Y SUPPLEM EN TS (ON-BEH ALF PA YM EN TS) 

A portion of the salaries an d benefits of the District Attorn ey an d the assistant 
District Attorn eys are paid by th e State of Louisian a an d th e Parishes of 
Ascension, Assum ption and St. Jam es. Th e salaries of th e offi ce staff are paid 
by th e District Attorn ey's payr oll account. 
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DISTRICT A TTORNEY OF THE TWEN TY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For th e Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

Note 7 SALARY SUPPLEM EN TS (ON-BEHALF PA YM EN TS) (CON TIN UED) 

The State of Louisiana provides direct paym ents of salaries to th e district 
attorney and the assistant district attorneys, as designated by the District 
Attorn ey's Offi ce. 

In accordance with  GASB No. 24, "Accounting and Financial Reporting for 
Certain Gran ts an d Other Financial Assistance ", the am oun t of these salaries an d 
benefits paid on-behalf directly to th e district attorn ey an d th e as sistant district 
attorn eys has been reco gnized by th e District Attorn ey's Offi ce as  reven ues an d 
expenditures. The am ount recognized  in the current year from the State an d the 
Parishes was $537,687 an d $128,285, respectively. 

Note 8 EXPENDITURES - EX CESS OF A CTUAL O VER B UD GE TED 

N ote 9 

The following individual funds had actual expenditures over budgeted 
expen ditures as described below : 

All current em ployees for the D istrict Attorn ey's offi ce are eligible to 
participate in the State of Louisiana Public Employees Deferred  
Com pensation Plan . Through payroll ded uctions, em ployees can m ake pre- 

tax contributions to this 457 plan  from eligible pay. The amoun t allowed to 
contribute to the plan  is based  on tax able co m pensation as defined by th e 

Internal Revenue Code (IRC). Existing deferred compensation plan s with a 
prior em ployer  m ay be transferred at an ytim e. The District Attorney's offi ce 
m atches em ployee's contributions up to 6.2%  dollar  for dollar . Th e total 
em ployer co ntributions m ade for th e year ending December 31, 2001 was  
$43,616. 
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DISTRICT A TTORNE Y OF TH E TWEN TY-TH IRD  JUDICIA L DISTRI CT 
Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es Parish, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For th e Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

Note 10 IN TERF UND RE CEIVABLES~PA YABLES 

N ote 12 

N ote 13 

Interfund receivables and payables for th e individual fimds at December 31, 
2000 were: 

The District A ttorney is exposed  to various risks of loss related to theft of, 

damage to, an d destruction of assets; errors and omission; injuring to 
em ployees; health insuran ce for its em ployees; auto liability; an d natural 
disaster s. Th e District Attorney has purchased  com m ercial insuran ce for each 
type of risk to which it is exposed. Settlem ents have not exceeded insuran ce 
cover age in an y of th e three proceeding years. 

Th e District Attorn ey of th e Twenty-third Judicial District m aintains operating 
leases for six copiers. The lease term  for each of these leases varies for 36-48 
m onth s beginning on the date the leas e is signed. Leas e paym ents m ade for 
th e six copier s totaled  $16,167 for th e year ending December 31, 2001. Th e 
monthly minimum leas e rental for th e six copiers totaled $1,347. 



 



 

DISTRICT A TTORNEY OF THE TW ENTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PARISHES OF ASCENSION, A SSUM PTION AND ST. JAM ES, LOUISIANA 

Com bining Balance Sheet - Special Revenue Funds 
Decem ber 31. 2001 

ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Due from other govern ments 
Due fro m other funds 

Title 
IV-D 
Fund 

$ 94,867 
17,431 
18,028 

W orthless 
Check Collection 

Fund Total 

$ 179,564 $ 274,431 
17,431 
18,028 

TOTAL ASSETS $130,326 $179,564 $309,890 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 

Due to other funds 
Due to merchants 
Total liabiliites 

Equity: 
Fund Balances: 

Designated for IV-D Program 
Unreserved - undesignated 
Total fund balances 

$ 17,002 

17.002 

113,324 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $ 130,326 

$ 14,037 
1.622 
15.659 

163.905 
163.905 

$ 31,039 
1,622 
32.661 

113,324 
163,905 
277,229 



 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TWENTY-THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUMPTION AND ST. JAMES, LOUISIANA 

Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances 
Special Revenue Funds 

For the year ended December 31, 2001 

Title 
IV-D 
Fund 

REVENUES 
Intergovernmental Revenue: 
Louisiana Department of Social Services $ 103,484 

Check collection fees 
InteTest 1,870 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPENDITURES 
General government - judicial - 
Current: 

Personnel services 
Office operations 
Travel and conventions 
Professional services 
Misce llaneous 

Total Current Expentitures 

Capital Outlay 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

W orthless 
Check Collection 

Fund 

$ 44,874 
3,377 

$ 103,484 
44,874 
5,047 

78,065 
8,342 
1.118 

87,525 

1.165 

42,434 
12,313 
789 

19,704 
984 

120,499 
20,655 
1,887 
19,704 
984 

76,204 163,729 

149 1.314 

165.043 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expe nditures 16,464 (28,102) (11,638) 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in (out) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES OVER 
EXPENDITURES AND OTHER USES 1,153 (30,833) (29,680) 

Beginning of year 
End of year 

112,171 
$113,324 

194,738 
$163,905 

306,909 
$277,229 



 



 



REPORTS REQUIRED B Y GO VERNM EN T 



STAGNI & C OM PANY, LLC 

R EPO RT O N CO M PLIANC E AN D O N INTERNA L CO NTRO L O V ER 
FINANC IA L REPO RTING BA SED O N A N A UD IT O F FINA NCIA L 

STAT EM ENTS PER FO RM ED IN A CCO R DANC E W ITH GO VERNM EN T 
A UDITIN G STAN DARDS 

Honorable Anthony G . "Tony" Falterm an 
District A ttom ey of the Twenty-Third Judicial District 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third 
Judicial D istrict, Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es, Louisiana, a 
com ponent unit of the A scension Parish Council, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 
31, 2001, and have issued our report thereon dated M ay 31, 2002. W e conducted our 
audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
Am erica and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

C om pliance 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District Attorn ey of the 
Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict, Parishes of A scension, A ssum ption, and St. Jam es, 
Louisiana's financial statem ents ar e flee of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of 
its com pliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts and grants, 
noncom pliance with which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination 
of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on com pliance with those 

provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncom plian ce that is required 
to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

Internal C ontrol O ver Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the D istrict Attorney of the Twenty- 
Third Judicial District, Parishes of Ascension, A ssum ption and St. Jam es, Louisiana's 
internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for 
the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide 
assurance on the intern al control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the 
intern al control over financial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the 
internal control over financial reporting that m ight be a m aterial weakness. 

207 la~FAYE AVENUE 
TN=eODAUX, LA 70301 

PHONE (985) 447-7226 
FAX (985) 446-3032 

11 JAMES BLVD., SUITE 210 
ST. ROSE, LA 70087 
PHONE (504) 468-2258 
FAX (504) 464-1473 

24 
A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ORGANIZATION 
MEMBERS: AICPA ~ LCPA 
EMAIL: stagni@stagni.com 
INTERNET: http:]/www.stagni.com 



Honorable Anthony G . "Tony" Faltennan 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, and St. Jam es, Louisiana 
Page 2 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of the 
internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents 
being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the 
norm al course of perfornling their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the 
intern al control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be m aterial 
weaknesses. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of m anagem ent and the 
Legislative Auditor and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than 
these specified parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statute 24:513, this report is distributed 
by the Legislative Auditor as a public docum ent. 

M ay 31, 2002 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 



DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F T H E TW ENTY-TH IRD JUDIC IAL DISTRICT 
PARISH ES O F ASC ENSIO N , ASSUM PTIO N A ND ST. JAM ES, LO UISIANA 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 3 l. 200l 

W e have audited the financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial District, Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, and St. Jam es, Louisiana, a com ponent 
unit of the Ascension Parish Council, as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2001, and 
have issued our report thereon dated M ay 3 l, 2002. W e conducted our audit in accordance 
with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of Am erica and the standards 
applicable to finan cial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller General of the United States. Our audit of the financial statem ents as of 
Decem ber 31, 2001 resulted in an unqualified opinion. 

Section I Sum m ary of Auditor's Reports 

Report on Intern al Control and Compliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents 

Internal Control 
M aterial W eaknesses [] Yes []  No Reportable Conditions [] Yes []  No 

Com pliance 
Com pliance M aterial to Financial Statem ents [] Yes []  No 

b. Federal Awards- NOT APPLICABLE 

Internal C ontrol 
M aterial W eaknesses []  Y es []  No Reportable Conditions []  Y es []  N o 

Type of O pinion O n Com pliance Unqualified []  

For M ajor Programs Disclaimer [] 
Qualified [] 
Adverse [] 

Are their findings required to be reported in accordan ce with Circular A-133, Section 
.510(a)? [] Yes [] No 

c. Identification of Major Programs: NOT APPLICABLE 

NO N E 

NO T APPLICABLE 

Section II Financial Statem ent Findings 

Section III Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs 
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DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F THE 
TW ENTY-THIRD JUDICIA L DISTRICT, 

PA RISHES O F ASCENSIO N, A SSUM PTIO N, 

A ND ST, JA M ES, LO UISIA NA 
Sum mary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2001 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

2000-1 NONCOMPLIANCE W ITH BID LAW  Resolved 
W e recom mend the District Attorney of the 23rd Judicial District 

adhere to the public bid law (LSA-RS 38:2212) for the purchases of all 
materials and supplies, including advertising, and let by contract to the 
lowest responsible bidder who has bid according to the specifications 
as advertised. 

SECTION II - INTERNAL CO NTROL AND CO M PLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AW ARDS 

NOT APPLICABLE 

SECTION III - MANAGEMENT LEI-rER 

Suggestion 2000-1 APPROVAL PROCESS FOR PAYING INVOICES Resolved 
W e recom mend the management of the district attorney's office 
im plement a formal process for the approval of invoices prior 
to payment. The process should include invoices outside the 
normal monthly operating expenditures being initialed or signed off 
on prior to sending the invoice to accounting for payment, 
indicating it is a valid expenditure of the district attorney's office. 

Suggestion 2000-2 SEGREGATION OF DUTIES 
W e recommend that the office manager sign the checks after Resolved 
reviewing the supporting documentation for the checks. W e 
also recom mend that the offi ce manager review the bank 
reconciliations and statements at the end of each month and 
initial those reconcilations indicating his review . 



 


