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C ERTIFIED PUBLIC A C C O UN TA N TS 

NDEPENDENT AUDITORS'REPORT 

O uachita Parish Sheriff 
M onroe, Louisiana 
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John L. Luffey, MBA. CPA (1963-2002) 

W e have audited the com ponent unit financial statem ents of the O uachita Parish Sheriff 

(a component unit of the Ouachita Parish Police Jury) as of June 30, 2002 and for the 
year then ended, as listed in the Table of Contents. These com ponent unit financial 
statem ents are the responsibility of the Ouachita Parish Sheriffs m anagem ent. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these com ponent unit financial statements 
based on our audit. W e did not audit the financial activities of the Tax Collector Agency 
Fund, which reflects total assets and liabilities of $2,192,502 as of June 30, 2002 and 
increases and decreases in assets and liabilities of $66,010,330 and $66,087,025, 
respectively, for the year then ended. Those activities were audited by other auditors 
whose report has been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the 
am ounts included for the Tax Collector Agency Fund, is based solely on the report of 
the other auditors. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of Am erica; the standards for financial audits contained in Govern m ent 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States; and the 
Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide, issued by the Louisiana Legislative Auditor and 
the Louisiana Society of Certified Public Accountants. Those standards require that we 
plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
com ponent unit financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit 
includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures 
in the com ponent unit financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estim ates made by m anagem ent, as well as 
evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit and 
the report of other auditors provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion based on our audit and the report of other auditors, the com ponent unit 
financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the 
financial position of the O uachita Parish Sheriff as of June, 30, 2002, and the results of 
its operations for the year then ended in conform ity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of Am erica. 

(318) 387-2672 ~ FAX (318) 322-8866 ,, www ,lhm-cpas,corn 
1100 N 18~h ST ,, PO Box 4745 * M onroe LA 71211-4745 

MEMBERS OF THE AMEF~ICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



Ouachita Parish Sheriff 
Independent Auditors' Report 

Our audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the com ponent unit 
financial statem ents taken as a whole. The scheduJes Jisted in the Table of Contents as 
Supplem ental Inform ation are presented for the purpose of additional analysis and are 
not a required part of the com ponent unit financial statem ents of the Ouachita Parish 

Sheriff. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the com ponent unit financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented 
in all m aterial respects in relation to the com ponent unit financial statem ents taken as a 
w hole. 

In accordance with Govem m ent Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report 
dated Novem ber 4, 2002, on our consideration of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff's internal 
control over financial reporting and our tests of com pliance w ith certain provisions of 
laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. That report is an integral part of an audit 
performed in accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standards and should be read in 
conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 

(A Professional Accounting Corporation) 

Novem ber 4, 2002 
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O UA CH ITA PARISH  SH ER IFF 

M O NR O E, LO U ISIANA 
G O VERNM EN TA L FUND TYPE - G ENER AL FUND 

STA TEM EN T O F REVEN UES, EXPENDITUR ES A ND 

CH AN G ES IN FUND  BALAN CE 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
FO R  TH E YEA R END ED JUNE 30, 2002 

Revenues 

Taxes - ad valorem  
Intergovem m ental revenues: 
Federal grants 

State gr ants: 

State revenue sharing (net) 
State supplem ental pay 

Fees, charges, an d comm issions for services 
Civil an d crim inal fees 
Comm ission on licenses and taxes 

Court attendan ce 
Transportation of prisoners 
Feeding and keeping of prisoners 

Tax notices, etc 
Other 

Use of m oney an d property - interest 

Other 
Total Revenues 

Expenditures 
Public safety: 

Current: 
Personal services an d related benefits 

Operating services 
M aterials an d supplies 

Travel an d other charges 

Capital outlay 
Total Expenditures 

A ctual 

$ 6,500,000 $ 6,525,619 $ 

236,000 

275,000 

900,000 

940,000 

200,000 
30,000 

20,000 

3,200,000 

32,000 
17,000 

100,000 
207,500 

12,657,500 

10,183,000 
887,500 

622,500 

22,700 

269,500 
11,985,200 

5 

418,391 

338,770 
762,897 

1,215,993 
259,704 
66,867 

25,522 
3,652,555 

44,153 

383,057 

87,907 

247,294 

14,028,729 

11,215,365 

1,211,554 
666,575 

22,499 

492,031 
13,608,024 

V ariance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorabl~ 

25,619 

182,391 

63,770 

(137,103) 

275,993 

59,704 
36,867 
5,522 

452,555 
12,153 

366,057 

(12,093) 
39,794 

1,371,229 

(1,032,365) 
(324,054) 
(44,075) 

201 

(222,531) 
(1,622,824) 

(Continued) 



 

O UA CH ITA PARISH  SH ERI FF 

M O NR O E, LO UISIAN A 

G O VER NM EN TAL FUND  TYPE - G ENER AL FUND 

STA TEM EN T O F REVE NUE S, EXPENDITUR ES A ND 

CH AN G ES IN FUND BAL A N CE 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL (CONCLUDED) 
FO R  TH E YEAR  ENDED JUN E 30, 2002 

Excess of R evenues O ver Expenditures 

O ther Financing Sources 

Sale of assets 
Compensation for dam age to assets 
Total other financing sources 

Excess of R evenues and O ther 
Sources O ver Expenditures 

Budget 

672,300 

10,000 

10.000 

A ctual 

420,705 

20,773 

20.885 

41,658 

V ariance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 
(251,595) 

20,773 

10,885 

10,885 

682,300 462,363 (219,937) 

Fund Balance at Beginning of Y ear 3,397,711 3,397,711 

FUND BALAN CE AT END O F Y EA R 

The accom panying notes are an  integral part of this statem ent. 
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OUACH ITA PARISH SH ERI FF 
N O TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

A S O F AN D FO R TH E YEAR ENDED JUN E 30, 2002 

Note 1 - SUM M AR Y O F SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNT ING PO LICIES 

As provided by Article V, Section 27 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974
, the 

sheriff serves a four-year term as the chief executive officer of the law enforcem ent 
district an d ex-officio tax collector of the parish. The sheriff  also adm inisters the 

parish jail system an d exercises duties required by the parish court system, such as 
providing bailiffs, executing orders of the court and serving subpoenas. As the ex- 
offi cio tax  collector of the parish, the sheriff is responsible for the collection an d 
distribution of ad valorem taxes~ parish occupational licenses, state revenue sharing 
funds, an d fines, costs, an d bond forfeitures im posed by the district court. 

The sheriff has the responsibility for enforcing state an d local law s and ordinances 
within the territorial boundaries of the parish. The sheriff provides protection to the 
residents of the parish through on-site patrols an d investigations an d serves the 
residents of the parish through the establishm ent of program s such as neighborhood 
w atch and an ti-drug abuse. A dditionally, the sheriff, w hen requested

, provides 
assistan ce to other law enforcem ent agencies w ithin the parish. 

A. REPO RTING ENTITY 

As th e governing auth ority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Ouachita 
Parish Police Jury is th e finan cial reporting entity for Ouachita Parish. The 

fin ancial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) 
organ izations for which the prim ary governm ent is fin an cially accountable, an d 

(c) other organizations for which nature an d significan ce of their relationship with 
the prim ary governm ent ar e such th at exclusion would cause the reporting entity's 
finan cial statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Governmental Accounting Stan dards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 
established criteria for determ ining which component units should be considered 
part of the Ouachita Parish Jury for finan cial reporting purposes. The basic 
criterion for including a potential com ponent unit within the reporting entity is 
finan cial responsibility. The GA SB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
determ ining finan cial accountability. These criteria include: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, an d 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific finan cial benefits to 

or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but 
are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 



 

O UA CH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 

N O TES TO  FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
A S O F AND FO R TH E YEAR END ED JU NE 30, 2002 

3. Organizations for w hich the rep orting entity financial statem ents w ould be 
m isleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or 
significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse and 
courthouse annex in which the sheriff's offi ces are located, the sheriff was 
determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the Ouachita Parish Police Jury finan cial 
reporting entity. The accom panying finan cial statem ents present inform ation only 
on the funds m aintained by the sheriff  and do not present inform ation on the 

police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, 
or the other governm ental un its that com prise the financial reporting entity. 

B. FU ND A CCO UNTIN G  

The sheriff uses funds and account groups to report on financial position and 
results of operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com plian ce an d to aid finan cial m an agem ent by segregating tran sactions related 
to certain governm ent functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balan cing set of accoun ts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. An 
accoun t gr oup, on the other han d, is a financial reporting device design ed to 

provide accoun tability for certain assets an d liabilities (general fixed assets an d 
general long-term  obligations) that are not recorded in the "funds" because they 
do not directly affect net expendable available finan cial resour ces. They ar e 
concern ed only w ith the m eas ur em ent of finan cial position, not w ith the 
m easur em ent of results of operations. 

Fun ds ar e classified into three categories; governm ental, proprietar y, an d 
fiduciary. Each category, in turn, is divided into separ ate "fund types". 
Governm ental funds ar e used to account for a govern m ent's general activities, 
where the focus of attention is on the providing of services to the public as 
opposed to proprietary funds where th e focus of attention is on recovering th e cost 
of providing services to the public or oth er agencies through serv ice char ges or 
user fees. Fiduciary fim ds ar e used to account for assets held for others. The 
sheriffs current operations require the use of governm ental an d fiduciar y funds as 
described below : 

G overnm ental Fund - General Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisian a Revised Statute 33:1422, is the 
principal fund an d is used to accoun t for the operations of th e sheriff's office. 
The sheriff's prim ary source of revenue is an  ad valorem tax levied by the law 
enforcem ent district. Other sour ces of revenue include com m issions on state 



 

O UA CH ITA PARISH  SH ERIFF 
NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

AS O F AN D FO R  TH E YEAR  EN DED JU NE 30, 2002 

revenue sharing, state supplem ental pay for deputies, civil and crim inal fees, 
fees for court attendan ce, m aintenan ce of prisoners, an d revenues from  
various grantor agencies. General operating expenditures are paid from this 
fund. 

Fiduciary Funds - A gency Fund Type 

The agency funds ar e used as depositories for civil suits, fines, cash bonds, 
taxes, fees, inm ate funds an d other item s. Disbursem ents from  the funds ar e 
m ade to various parties in the m anner prescribed by law . The agency funds 

are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) an d do not involve 
m easurem ent of results of operations. 

C. FIX ED A SSETS AND LO NG -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted for in the general fixed assets account gr oup rather than in the General 

Fund. General fixed assets provided by the police jury are not recorded in the 
general fixed assets account group. General Fixed Assets purchased ar e recorded 
at cost. D onated fixed assets are valued at their m arket value on the date of 
donation. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

Long-term  obligations, such as com pensated absences payable, expected to be 
financed from  the General Fund ar e reported in the general long-term  obligations 
account group. Expenditures for com pensated absences are recognized in the 
Gener al Fun d when th e leave is actually taken or when paym ent is m ade to the 
employee at term ination or retirem ent. 

D . BA SIS O F A CC O UNTIN G 

The finan cial rep orting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by it's 
m eas urem ent focus. A ll govern m ental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources m eas urem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only 
current as sets an d current liabilities generally are included on the balan ce sheet. 
Operating statements for these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other 
financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures an d other fman cing uses) in 
net current as sets. 

The m odified accrual bas is of accounting is used for reporting the governm ental 
and fiduciary fund typ es. Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, 

revenues are recognized when suscep tible to accrual (i.e., when they become both 
measurable an d available). "Measurable" mean s the amoun t of the tran saction 
can  be determ ined and "available" m eans collectible with in the current period or 
soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Based on 



 

OUACH ITA PARISH SH ERI FF 
N O TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

A S O F AN D FO R TH E Y EAR  ENDED JUN E 30, 2002 

the forgoing criteria, ad valorem  taxes, intergovernm ental revenues and fees, 
charges, and comm issions for services have been treated as susceptible to accrual. 
The sheriff uses th e following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

R evenues 

Ad valorem  taxes an d the related state revenue sharing are recorded in the 
year  the taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem  tax es ar e assessed on a 
calendar year basis, attach as an  enforceable lien, an d becom e due an d payable 
on the date the tax  roils ar e filed w ith the recorder of m ortgages. Louisian a 
Revised Statute 47:1993 requires that the tax roll be filed on or before 
November 15 of each year. Ad valorem tax es becom e delinquent if not paid 
by D ecem ber 31. The tax es ar e norm ally collected in D ecem ber, Jan uar y, and 
February of the fiscal year. 

In tergovernm ental revenues and fees, char ges, an d com m issions for services 
ar e recorded when the sheriff is entitled to th e funds. 

Interest incom e on bank deposits and investm ents is recorded when the 
interest is earned and credited to the account. 

Substan tially all oth er revenues ar e recognized when received by the sheriff. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis when 
th e related fund liability is incurred. 

O ther Financing Sources 

Proceeds from  th e sale of fixed assets an d insuran ce recoveries ar e accounted 
for as oth er fm an cing sources an d ar e recognized when the underlying events 
OCCUr . 

E. BUDGET PRA CTICES 

Proposed budgets, prep ar ed on th e m odified accru al basis of accounting, ar e 

published in the offi cial journal at least ten days prior to the public heating. 
Public hearings are held at th e sheriff's offi ce during the m onth of June for 
com m ents from  tax payers, The budgets ar e th en legally adopted by the sheriff 
an d am ended during th e year as necessary . Budgets are established an d 

controlled by the sheriff at the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse 
at year -end and m ust be reappropriated for th e following year to be expended. 
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O UA CH ITA PAR ISH  SH ER IFF 
NO TES TO FINAN CIAL STA TEM ENTS 

A S O F AN D FO R  TH E YE AR ENDED JU NE 30, 2002 

Form al budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during 
the year. Budgeted am ounts included in the accom panying financial statem ents 
include the original adopted budget and all subsequent am endm ents. 

F. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

Cash an d cash equivalents include am oun ts in dem and deposits, interest bearing 
dem and deposits, an d tim e deposits. Cash equivalents include am oun ts in tim e 
deposits w ith original m aturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the sheriff 
m ay deposit fimds in dem an d deposits, interest bearing dem and dep osits, or tim e 
deposits w ith  state banks organized under Louisian a law or an y other state of th e 
United States, or under the laws of th e United States. At June 30, 2002, the 
sheriff has cash totaling $6,303,864, as follows: 

Cash in banks 
Petty cas h 

Total 

$ 6,301,401 
2,463 

These dep osits are stated at cost, w hich approxim ates m ar ket. Under state law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balan ce, m ust be secured by federal deposit 
insuran ce or th e pledge or securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket 
value of th e pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es 
equal the am ount on deposit with th e fiscal agent bank. These securities are held 
in the nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is 

mutually acceptable to both parties. Cash (bank balances) at June 30, 2002, is 
secur ed as follow s: 

Bank balan ce 

Fed eral deposit in suran ce 

Pledged securities (uncollateralized) 
Total 

$ 6,666,720 

$ 2,335,983 
17.086.844 

Because the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the 
fiscal agent bank rather than  in th e nam e of the sheriff, they ar e considered 

uncollateralized (Category 3) un der the provisions of GASB Codification 
C20.106; however, Louisiana Revised Statu te 39:1229 im poses a statutory 
requirem ent on th e custodial bank to advertise an d sell th e pledged securities 
within 10 days of being notified by th e sheriff that the fiscal agent has failed to 
pay dep osited funds upon dem an d. Further, LRS 39:1224 states that securities 
held by a third party shall be deem ed to be held in th e sheriff's nam e. 



 

OUACH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
NO TES TO FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 

A S O F AN D FO R TH E YEAR ENDED JUN E 30, 2002 

G . COM PEN SATED AB SENCES 

After one year of service, employees of the sheriff's office earn  8 days of vacation 
leave per year plus one day for each year of service, up to a m axim um  of 20 days. 
After three full m onths of service, employees earn sick leave at the rate of one day 
per m onth of service. There is no m axim um  num ber of hours that an em ployee 
m ay accum ulate. Em ployees are not paid for accum ulated sick leave upon 
separation from  service. Com p-tim e is accrued at 1.5 hours for each hour worked 
and holiday tim e is accrued at 1.0 hours for each holiday hour worked. If an  
em ployee leaves th e em ploym ent of the sheriff's office, all accrued vacation, 
com p-tim e and holiday pay are paid to the em ployee. 

At June 30, 2002, em ployees of the sherifffs offi ce have accum ulated an d vested 
$645,965 of employee leave benefits, which was com puted in accordance with 
GA SB Codification C60. This am ount is recorded as com pensated absences 
payable in th e general long-term  obligations account group 

H , RISK  M AN AGEM ENT 

The sheriff is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, dam age to, 
an d destruction of assets; errors an d omissions; and injuries to employees. To 
handle such risk of loss, the sheriff m aintains comm ercial insuran ce policies 
covering its property, autom obiles, law enforcem ent professional liability, an d 

surety bond coverage. The police jury maintains insuran ce coverage on the 
building an d its contents. No claim s were paid on an y of the policies during the 
past three year s that exceeded the policies' coverage am ounts. There were no 
significant reductions in insur ance coverage during the year ended June 30, 2002. 

I. TO TAL CO LUM N ON TH E BALANCE SH EET 

Th e total colum n on the balan ce sheet is captioned M em oran dum  Only to indicate 
that it is presented only to facilitate finan cial an alysis. Data in this colum n does 
not present finan cial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting 
principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfu nd 
elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this data. 

J. USE O F ESTIM ATES 

The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates an d as sum ptions 
that affect th e reported am ounts of assets an d liabilities an d disclosure of 
contingent assets an d liabilities at the date of the finan cial statem ents an d the 
reported am ounts of revenues an d expenditures during the reporting period. 
Actual results could differ from  those estim ates. 
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O UA CH ITA PARISH  SH ERIFF 
NO TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

A S OF AND FOR TH E YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2002 

K. NEW  ACCO UNTING PRONOUNCEM ENTS 

The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued Statement 
N o. 34 Basic Financial Statements and M anagement "s D iscussion and Analysis 

for State and Local Governments which will dramatically affect the Ouachita 
Parish Sheriff's finan cial accounting an d reporting procedures and the appearance 
of Ouachita Parish Sheriff's financial statem ents. Ouachita Parish Sheriff is 
required to im plem ent Statem ent No. 34 for the year ended June 30, 2004. 

N ote 2 - LEVIED TAX ES 

For th e year ended June 30, 2002, the ad valorem  tax m illage levied for the Ouaehita 
Parish Sheriff was 11.52 mills on property, with a tax able value of $60,710,574. 

N ote 3 - RECEIVA BLES 

The General Fun d receivables of $660,239 at June 30, 2002 are as follows 

Class of receivables 
A d valorem  taxes 
Intergovernm ental revenues: 
Federal Funds 
State Fun ds 

Fees, char ges, an d com m issions for services 
Court attendan ce 
Tax N otices 
Feeding Prisoners 
Civil Fees 
Other 

Use of m oney an d property 
Others 

Total 

Note 4 - D UE FR O M  O TH ER FUN DS 

$ 28,461 

181,149 
69,257 

4,740 
11,721 

213,536 
81,035 
41,143 
6,869 
22,328 

Individual balan ce due from /to other funds at Jun e 30, 2002, are as follow s 

13 
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N O TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

A S O F AN D FO R  TH E YE AR  END ED JUNE 30, 2002 

General Fund 
A gency funds 
Bond Fund 

Total 

D ue 
From  

$ 1,882 

D ue 
To 

1,882 

Note 5 - CH AN GES IN G EN ER AL FI XED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets for the year ended June 30, 2002, 
follow s: 

Balance at July 1, 2001 
Additions 
Deletions 

Balance at June 30, 2002 

$ 4,679,328 
335,470 

(245,246) 

The beginning balan ces in General Fixed A ssets have been restated to properly reflect 
the am ounts determ ined as the result of the Sheriffs Office's review of its fixed asset 
listing. The net effect of the restatem ent is to decrease Investm ent in General Fixed 

Assets by $59,262. The majority of the overstatement was a result of equipment 
additions which w ere duplicated in a prior period. 

Note 6 - PEN SIO N PLAN  

Substan tially all em ployees of th e Ouachita Parish Sheriff's office are m em bers of the 

Louisiana Sheriff's Pension and Relief Fund (the system), a cost-sharing, multiple- 
employer defined benefit pension plan  administered by a separate board of trustees. 

All sheriffs and all deputies who are found to be physically fit, who earn at least $400 
per m onth , an d who w ere between the ages of 18 an d 50 at the tim e of original 
em ploym ent ar e required to participate in the System . Em ployees ar e eligible to 
retire at or after age 55 w ith at leas t 12 years of credited service an d receive a benefit, 
payable m onthly for life, equal to a percentage of th eir final-average salar y for each 
year of credited service. The percentage factor to be used for each year of serv ice is 
2.5 per cent for each year if total service is at leas t 12 but less than  15 year s, 2.75 
percent for each year  if total service is at leas t 15 but less th an 20 year s, an d 3 per 

cent for each year if total service is at least 20 years (Act 1117 of 1995 increased the 
accrual rate by 0.25 per cent for all service rendered on or after January 1, 1980). In 
an y case, the retirem ent benefit cannot exceed 100 percent of their final-average 
salar y. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive 
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or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at 
least 12 years of service and do not w ithdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire 
at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of term ination as 
indicated previously. Employees who term inate with at least 20 year s of credited 
service are also eligible to elect ear ly benefits betw een ages 50 an d 55 with reduced 
benefits equal to the actuarial equivalent of the benefit to which they would oth erwise 
be entitled at age 55. The System also provides death and disability benefits. 
Benefits ar e established and am ended by state statu e. 

Plan  m em bers ar e required by state statute to contribute 9.8 percent of their annual 
covered salary an d the Ouachita Parish Sheriff is required to contribute at an  
actuarially determ ined rate. The rate for the year ended June 30, 2002 was 7.5 
percent of annual covered payroll an d increased to 7.75 percent effective July 1, 
2002. Contributions to the System  also include one-half of one percent of the taxes 
shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish an d funds ar e required an d 
available from  insurance prem ium  taxes. The contribution requirem ents of plan  
m embers and the Ouachita Parish Sheriff are established an d m ay be am ended by 
state statue. A s provided by Louisiana Revised Statue 11:103, the em ployer 

contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each 
year  based on the results of the valuation for th e prior fiscal year . In December 2000, 
the Sheriff began  paying the employees' contribution am ounts. The Ouacbita Parish 
Sheriff's contributions to the system (including the employees' contributions) for the 
years ended June 30, 2002, 2001, an d 2000 were $1,333,958, $818,800, an d 
$403,815, respectively. 

The System  issues an annual available financial report that includes finan cial 
statem ents and required supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay 
be obtained by writing to th e Louisian a Sheriffs Pension an d Relief Fund, Post Office 

Box 3163, M onroe, Louisian a 71220, or by calling (318) 362-3191. 

Note 7 - PO ST RETIREM ENT BENEFITS 

The Ouachita Parish Sheriff provides certain health care benefits for retired 
em ployees. Substan tially all of the sheriff's employees becom e eligible for these 
benefits if th ey reach norm al retirem ent age while w orking for the sheriff's offi ce. 
These benefits for retirees an d similar benefits for active em ployees are provided 

through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the 
employee an d the sheriff. The sheriff recognizes th e cost of providing th ese benefits 

(the sheriff's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are 
due, which are $1,215,866, for the year ended June 30, 2002. Of this am ount, 
$150,360 was for retiree benefits. 
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Note 8 - CH AN GES IN A GENCY FUND BALANCES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency fund balance due to taxing bodies and other 
follow s: 

Agency fund: 
Tax Collector 
Civil 
Bond 
Crim inal 
Clearing 
Inm ate 

Balance 
at July 1, 2001 

$ 2,269,197 
96,906 
135~800 

3 
5 

21,518 

Note 9 - O N-BEH A LF PA YM ENTS 

Additions Reductions 
Balance 

atJtme 30. 2002 

$ 66,010,330 $ (66,087,025) $ 2,192,502 
2,934,242 (2,928,527) 102,621 
159,938 (137,848) 157,890 
4,303 (4,306) 

3,782,705 (3,782,075) 635 
366,413 (314,350) 73,581 

Certain em ployees of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff's departm ent receive supplem ental 
pay from the state of Louisiana. ha accordance with GA SB Statem ent No. 24, the 
sheriff recorded revenues and expenditures for these paym ents in th e General Fund. 
Revenues an d expenditures under this arran gem ent totaled $762,897. 

N ote 10 - CO M M ITM ENTS AND C O NTEN GEN CIES 

At June 30, 2002, the Ouachita Parish Sheriff  is involved in several law suits. A final 

judgment in excess of $500,000 which was awarded to a plaintiff against the Sheriff, 
was subsequently settled for a lesser am ount and paid by th e Ouaehita Parish Police 
Jur y. The potential liability for oth er lawsuits pending cannot be reasonably estim ated 
an d accordingly no provision for an y other liability resulting from  the law suits has 
been m ade in the accom pan ying financial statem ents. 

The sheriff has entered into various can celable operating leases for vehicles, offi ce 
an d radio equipm ent. Rental expense un der all can celable operating leases for the 
year ended June 30, 2002 was $53,724. 

Note 11 - JOINT OPERATION OF HIBERNIA CENTER 
FO R LAW  ENFO RCEM E NT TRAINING 

On Septem ber 11, 1997, Hibernia National bank donated a building to the City of 
W est M onroe, th e Ouachita Parish Sheriffs Office an d the City of M onroe, to be 
used solely for law enforcem ent purposes with th e prim ar y em phasis on training. The 
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donation was made subject to a restriction on use that requires that the property be 
used solely for law  enforcem ent purposes for a period of ten years from  the date of 
donation and that the building be designated as "The Hibern ia Center for Law 
Enforcem ent Training." The Ouachita Parish Sheriff, the City of W est M onroe, and 
the City of M onr oe agreed to share equally the costs of im proving an d m aintaining 
the building. The sheriff did not incur any expenditures related to the building during 
the year ended Jun e 30, 2002. 

N ote 12 - EX PENDITURES O F TH E SH ERI FF'S O FFICE 
PAID BY TH E PAR ISH  PO LICE JURY 

The sheriffs office is located in the parish courthouse. The cost of m aintaining and 
operating the courthouse, as required by Louisian a Revised Statute 33:4715, is paid 
by th e Ouachita Parish Police Jury. 

N ote 13 - W O RK  RE LEA SE CEN TER 

In July 2002, the sheriffs office opened a new w ork release center in  th e Old Conw ay 
Hospital in M onr oe, LA . The use of the building is being donated by the Parish 
under a cooperative endeavor agr eem ent. The Center houses inm ates who ar e due to 
be paroled within tw elve m onths and have volun teered to participate in this program . 
Area employers hire an d pay the inm ates who in turn reim burse the sheriff's office 
for m eals, housing, tran sportation an d oth er m iscellaneous expenses. In addition, the 
sheriffs office receives State funds for m aintaini ng th ese inm ates. 
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TAX  COLLE CTOR F UND 

FIDU CIAR Y FUND TY PE - A G EN CY  FU ND S 

Article V., Section 27 of the Louisiana constitution of 1974 provides that the sheriff w ill serve as 
the collector of state and parish taxes, licenses, an d fees. The Tax Collector fund is used to 
collect and distribute these tax es, licenses, an d fees to the appropriate taxing bodies. 

CIVIL F UN D  

The Civil fund accounts for the collection of fun ds in civil suits and sheriffs sales, an d the 
paym ent of these collections to the sheriffs General Fund an d other recipients in accordan ce 
with applicable law s. 

B OND F UN D  

The Bond fire d accoun ts for the collection of cash bonds an d either the tran sfer of these 
collections to th e Tax  Collector fun d for paym ent to recipients in accordance w ith applicable 
law s, or the refund to individuals. 

The Clearing Fund accounts for the collection of redem ptions of prior years tax es an d the 
subsequent paym ent of th ese collections to the recipients in accordan ce with applicable laws. 

The Crim inal Fund accounts for the collection of out-of-parish fines an d the subsequent paym ent 
of these collections to the recipients in accordance with applicable law s. 

The Inm ate Fund accounts for funds belonging to the inm ates at the Ouachita Correctional 
Center an d th e subsequent paym ent of these fu nds to the inm ates upon their release or to the 
Ouachita Parish Police Jury for inm ate store charges, m edical charges, restitution an d other 
item s. 
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General 

OUACHITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
M ONROE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES OF FEDERAL AW ARD S 
FOR THE  YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2002 

The Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards presents the activity of all Federal financial 
assistance program s of the Ouaehita Parish Sheriff. The Sheriff's reporting entity is defined in 
Note 1 to the Sheriff's finan cial statem ents. All Federal financial assistance received directly 
from  Federal agencies, as well as Federal financial assistance pas sed through other governm ent 
agencies, are included on the schedule. 

Basis of Accounting 

The Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards is presented using the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting, which is described in Note 1 to the Sheriff s com ponent unit financial statem ents. 
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C ERTIFIED PU BLIC A C C O U N TA N TS 
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REPO RT O N CO M PLIANCE AND O N INTERNAL CO NTRO L 
OVER FINANCIAL REPO RTING BASED O N AN AUDIT O F 

FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN 
ACCO RDANCE W ITH GO VERNM EN T A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

Ouachita Parish Sheriff 
Monroe, Louisiana 

W e have audited the com ponent unit financial statem ents of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff 
as of and for the year ended June 30, 2002 and have issued our report thereon dated 
Novem ber 4, 2002. W e conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards 
generally accepted in the United States of Am erica and the standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Govern m ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller 
General of the United States. 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Ouachita Parish Sheriff's 
com ponent unit financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatement, we perform ed 
tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, 
noncom pliance w ith which could have a direct and material effect on the determ ination 
of financial statem ent am ounts. However, providing an opinion on com pliance with 

those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express 
such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed instances of noncom pliance that are 
required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards, and which is described 
in the accom panying Schedule of Findings and Q uestioned Costs as item s 02-02 and 
02-03. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the Ouachita Parish Sheriffs 
internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for 
the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide 
assurance on the intern al control over financial reporting. However, we noted certain 
matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we 
consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to 
our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal 
control over financial reporting that, in our judgement, could adversely affect the 
Ouachita Parish Sheriff's ability to record, process, sum m arize, and report financial data 
consistent with the assertions of m anagem ent in the financial statem ents. The 
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Ouachita Parish Sheriff 
M onroe, Louisiana 

reportable conditions are described in the accom panying Schedule of Findings and 
Questioned Costs as item s 02-01, 02-02, 02-03, 02-04, and 02-05. 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of 
the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the financial statem ents 
being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a timely period by em ployees in the 
normal course of perform ing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal 
control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal 
control that m ight be m aterial weaknesses. However, we consider item 02-02 to be a 
m aterial w eakness. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation and use of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff, 
m anagem ent of the sheriff's offi ce, agencies granting funds to the sheriffs offi ce and the 
Legislative Auditor for the state of Louisiana and is not intended to be and should not be 
used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

Accounting Corporation) 

Novem ber 4, 2002 
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l:D Luffey Huffman & Monroe 
(A Professional Accounting Corporation) 

C ERTIFIED PUBLIC A C C O UN TA N TS 

Francis I. Huffm an, CPA 
L. Fred Monroe, CPA 
Esther Attenberry. CPA 

John L. Luffey, MBA, CPA (1963-2002) 

REPO RT ON CO M PLIANCE W ITH REQ UIREM ENTS APPLICABLE TO EACH 
MAJO R PRO G RAM AND INTERNAL CONTRO L OVER CO M PLIANCE IN 

ACCO RDANCE W ITH O M B CIRCULAR A-133 

Ouachita Parish Sheriff 
Monroe, Louisiana 

Com pliance 

W e have audited the compliance of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff (a component unit of 
the Ouachita Parish Police Jury - the Sheriff) with the types of compliance requirements 
described in the U. S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133 
Compliance Supplement that are applicable to each of its major Federal programs for 
the year ended June 30, 2002. The Sheriff's major Federal programs are identified in 
the Sum m ary of Auditor's Results section of the accom panying Schedule of Findings 
and Questioned Costs. Com pliance with the requirem ents of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants applicable to each of its major Federal programs is the 
responsibility of the Sheriff's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion 
on the Sheriff' s com pliance based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit of com pliance in accordance with auditing standards generally 
accepted in the United States of Am erica; the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the 
United States; and O M B Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Govem m ents, and Non- 
Profit Organizations. Those standards and OM B Circular A-133 require that we plan 
and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncom pliance 
with the types of com pliance requirem ents referred to above that could have a direct 
and material effect on a major Federal program occurred. An audit includes examining, 
on a test basis, evidence about the Sheriffs com pliance with those requirem ents and 
perform ing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circum stances. 
W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit does 
not provide a legal determ ination on the Sheriff's com pliance with those requirements. 

In our opinion, the Sheriff com plied, in all m aterial respects, with the require m ents 

referred to above that are applicable to each of its major Federal programs for the year 
ended June 30, 2002. 
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O uachita Parish Sheriff 
Monroe, Louisiana 

Internal Control Over Com pliance 

Managem ent of the Sheriff is responsible for establishing and m aintaining effective 
internal control over compliance with requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and 
grants applicable to Federal program s. In planning and perform ing our audit, we 
considered the Sheriff's internal control over com pliance with requirem ents that could 
have a direct and material effect on a major Federal program in order to determine our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on com pliance and to test 
and report on internal control over com pliance in accordance with OM B Circular A-133. 

W e noted a certain m atter involving the internal control over com pliance and its 
operation that we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve 
m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or 
operation of the internal control over compliance that, in our judgement, could adversely 
affect the Sheriff's ability to administer a major Federal program in accordance with the 
applicable requirem ents of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. The reportable 
condition is described in the accom panying Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
as item 02-01F. 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore of 
the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
noncom pliance with applicable requirem ents of laws, regulations, contracts and grants 

that would be material in relation to a major Federal program being audited may occur 
and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of 
perform ing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over 
com pliance would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control that m ight 
be m aterial weaknesses. However, we believe item 02-01F to be a m aterial weakness. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent of the Sheriff, Federal 
awarding agencies and pass-through entities, other entities granting funds to the Sheriff 
and the Legislative Auditor for the state of Louisiana and is not intended to be and 
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

(A Professional Accounting Corporation) 

Novem ber 4, 2002 
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OUACH ITA PARISH SH ERIFF 
SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

FO R TH E YEAR  END ED JU NE 30, 2002 

(1) The following are the applicable elements of the Summary of Auditors 
Results: 

iii) 

iv) 

vi) 

The independent auditors' report on the com ponent unit financial 

statements of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff (the Sheriff) as of and for the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 2002 w as unqualified; 

Five reportable conditions were noted in the audit of th e financial 
statem ents of the Sheriff; 

The audit of the finan cial statem ents disclosed tw o instances of 
noncom pliance which ar e considered to be m aterial to the component unit 
financial statem ents of the Sheriff; 

One reportable condition in the internal control over major programs was 
reported in the audit of the Sheriff; 

The auditors' report on the Sheriffs com plian ce w ith  requirem ents 
applicable to each major program was unqualified; 

The audit of the Sheriff's com plian ce with requirem ents applicable to each 

major program did not disclose an y findings required to be reported un der 
the provisions of OM B Circular  A-133 Section .510(a); 

vii) M ajor Federal program s for purposes of the report on compliance with the 
requirements applicable to each major program  were the Local Law 
Enforcement Block Grant (CFDA 16.592); 

viii) The dollar threshold used to distinguish betw een Type A an d Typ e B 
progr am s was $300,000; and, 

ix) The Sheriff qualified as a low-risk auditee under the provisions of OMB 
Circular  A -133 section .530. 



(2) 

O UA CH ITA PA RISH SH ERIFF 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
FOR TH E Y EAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2002 

Findings related to the financial statem ents w hich are required to be 
reported under G overnm ent A uditing Standards. 

02-01 Inm ate Fund 

Finding: 

Sound internal accounting controls include the regular reconciliation of subsidiary ledgers to 
control accounts. W e determ ined that inm ate bank account balances w ere not being reconciled 
to a listing of the funds that ar e being held for inm ates. The bank account is reconciled to the 
check register m onthly. The listing of inm ate balan ces ar e m aintained on a perpetual basis. 
H owever, there is no reconciliation of the cash in the inm ate bank account to the listing of inm ate 
balances. At July 1,2001, there w as an excess cash balance over th e listing of inm ate balan ces 
of $8,739. As of June 30, 2002, this excess had increased to $12,527. The lack of reconciling 
the inm ate bank account with the listing of funds held for inm ates can result in an  inm ate being 
given m ore or less funds than he is due. As a result of not perform ing this m onthly 
reconciliation, unaccoun ted for inm ate funds increased over $3,700 for the year ended Jun e 30, 
2002. 

Recom m endation: 

W e recomm end m onthly reconciliations of the listings of inm ates accoun t balan ces to th e 
reconciled bank balan ce. The reconciliation would start with beginning of the m onth inm ates 
balances, adding an d subtracting the various sum m arized charges an d credits and agreeing the 
total to detailed inm ates ending account balan ces. This ending inm ates balan ce w ould then be 
reconciled to the inm ate bank balan ce after reconciling item s such as outstan ding checks and 
deposits an d unpaid am ounts for Police Jury com m issions an d com m issary purchases. 

M anagem ent Corrective A ction Plan: 

The supervisor in char ge of inm ate fun ds accounting is evaluating th e softw ar e which is 
currently used to operate the inm ate fu nds accounting program . In addition, accoun ting staff will 
be trained on how to reconcile th e subsidiary inm ate ledgers to the control accoun t. 

02-02 General Fixed Assets (see also Finding 02-0117) 

Finding: 

State law an d accountability for as sets require an accurate listing of as sets in service. During th e 
course of our audit, we determ ined that the records of general fixed as sets w ere incom plete an d 
not current. Prior year ending balan ces plus additions less retirem ents did not agree with th e 
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print out of ending balances by departm ent. In addition, w e noted that certain radio equipm ent, 
vehicles, and work release assets that were purchased during the year w ere not entered into the 

General Fixed Asset program. In accordan ce with La. Rev. Star. Sec. 24:515(B)(1) records of 
all land, buildings, im provem ents other than buildings, equipm ent, an d an y other general fixed 
assets whi ch were purchased or otherwise acquired shall be m aintained. The records shall 
include inform ation as to the date of purchase, th e initial cost, the disposition, if any, the 
purposes of such disposition, an d the recipient of the property or equipm ent disposed of. Failure 
to m aintain such a list increase the risk of m isappropriation of assets an d noncom plian ce with 
gr ant agr eem ents. 

W e recomm end the Chief Financial Officer develop a system whereby fixed asset records are 
m aintained accurately an d currently. This can  be accomplished by reviewing purchase orders 
and am ounts charged to the various capital outlay general ledger accounts, periodic onsite 
inventories, and reviews of written reports by departments heads noting an y chan ges to fixed 
assets, i.e. destruction / th eft, tran sfers, additions. The General Fixed Assets records should be 
updated at the sam e tim e th e transaction is recorded in the ac counting records but at a m inim um , 
should be updated no less th an  m onth ly. 

M anagem ent Corrective A ction Plan 

The Chief Financial Officer will review all expenditures over $500 beginning effective July 1 
2002 and then on a m onthly basis. All purchas e orders will be reviewed on a weekly basis. 

02-03 Budget 

Finding: 

Louisiana Rev. Star. 39:1309 and 1310 state th at when total actual expenditures ar e exceeding 
the total budgeted expenditures by five percent or m ore the chief executive or adm inistrative 
officer shall advise the elected official in writing. The elected official shall then adopt a budget 
am endment an d publish it in the official journal. Total expenditures exceeded budgeted 
expenditur es by $1,622,824 or 14% . 

W e recom m end that budgeted am ounts be compared to actual am ounts on a m onthly basis by the 
Chi ef Finan cial Officer who should inform  th e sheriff in writing an d the budget be am ended 
when it is apparent that the end of th e year unfavorable varian ce in revenues or expenditures will 
exceed 5% of the budgeted am oun ts. This will enhan ce the control environm ent in regards to 
complian ce with laws an d regulations as well increase budgetary control. 
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M anagem ent Corrective A ction Plan: 

Financial statem ents will be reviewed m onthly and com pared to budgeted am ounts for the fiscal 
year by the Sheriff an d the Chief Financial Officer. The budget will be tim ely am ended if it is 
an ticipated that there will be a 5%  or m ore unfavorable varian ce in actual over budgeted 

revenues or expenditures. 

02-04 G eneral Ledger A ccounts 

Finding: 

W e noted that during th e year, bank accounts were opened in the DARE and W ork Release 
departm ents yet the accoun t activity w as not recorded in the general ledger. Unrecorded bank 

accounts could result in understated assets, liabilities, revenues an d expenditures. 

W e recom m end all accounts of the Sheriff  be on the general ledger system  and if it is not 
practicable for the accoun ting department to m aintain the bank account, it should at least be 
provided with m onthly reconciliations an d tran saction sum m aries for inclusion into the general 

ledger. 

M anagem ent Corrective A ction Plan: 

All bank accounts have been included in the general ledger system  an d the Chief Finan cial 
Officer will insure that all new bank an d general ledger accounts will be included in the general 

ledger system . 

02-05 M onthly Financial Reporting 

Finding: 

The Sheriff's Offi ce general ledger accounting system categorizes detailed revenue and expenses 
accounts by departm ent yet the operating budget of the offi ce is very broad an d general. 
M onthly finan cial statem ents are not being prepared and accordingly, year to date revenues an d 
expenditures by departm ent as they relate to budgeted am ounts are not being reviewed and 
m onitored. As a result, the ability to m easure and adm inister the finan cial operations of the 

offi ce has been severely lim ited. 
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Recom m endation: 

W e recomm end the prepara tion of a detailed budget by departm ent, M onthly financial 
statem ents should also be prepared by the tenth  of each m onth by the Chief Finan cial Officer 
com paring actual to budgeted am ounts including detailed descriptions of varian ces by 
departm ent which is then subm itted to the Sheriff, the Chief, an d the departm ent heads for their 
review and follow up. 

M anagem ent Corrective Action Plan: 

M onthly financial statem ents are now prep ared comparing actual to budgeted am oun ts by 
dep artm ents. The Chief will review an d follow up on variances with the respective dep artm ent 
heads. 

(3) Findings or questioned costs for Federal awards, including those specified by OM B 
Circular A -133. 

02-01F G eneral Fixed A ssets 

Finding: 

During our exam ination of funds accounting for grants from  the D epartm ent of Justice, we noted 
that certain assets purchased dur ing th e year did not appear on th e listing of general fixed assets. 
W e also noted that prior year ending balances plus additions less retirem ents did not agree with 
the print out of ending balan ces by departm ent. State law and accountability for assets require an 
accurate listing of assets in service. The records shall include inform ation as to the date of 
purchase, the initial cost, the disposition, if any, the purposes of such disposition, an d the 
recipient of th e property or equipm ent disposed of. Failure to m aintain such a list increase the 
risk of m isappropriation of assets and noncompliance with grant agreem ents. 

Reeom m endation: 

W e recomm end the Chief Financial Officer develop a system whereby fixed asset records are 
m aintained accur ately and currently. This can  be accomplished by reviewing purchase orders 
an d am ounts char ged to the various capital outlay general ledger accoun ts, periodic onsite 
inventories, an d reviews of written reports by departm ents heads noting any changes to fixed 
assets, i.e. destruction / theft, transfers, additions. The General Fixed Assets records should be 
updated at the sam e tim e the transaction is recorded in the accounting records but at a minim um , 
should be updated no less than m onthly 



 

O UA CH ITA PAR ISH  SH ERIFF 

SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 
FO R  TH E YEAR ENDED JU NE 30, 2002 

The Chief Financial Officer will review all expenditures over $500 be~nning effective July 1, 
2002 and then on a m onthly basis. All purchase orders will be reviewed on a weekly basis. The 
Chief Finan cial Officer will review all expenditures over $500 beginning effective July 1, 2002 
an d then on a m onthly basis. All purchase orders w ill be review ed on a w eekly basis. 



 

O UA CH ITA PA RISH SH ERI FF 
SUM M AR Y  STA TUS O F PRI O R YE AR  FIN DING S 

The following is a sum m ary of the status of findings included in th e Schedule of Findings and 

Questioned Costs an d M anagement Letter dated December 27, 2001, issued in connection with 
the exam ination of the financial statem ents of the Ouachita Parish Sheriff as of an d for the year 
ended June 30, 2001. 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 

There w ere no prior year findings an d questioned costs 

1. Inm ate Fund 

Finding: 

M anagem ent Letter 

The general ledger balan ce w as not being reconciled to a listing of the fund that are being held 
for irmaates an d staff  responsible for the /nnlate Fund were not being adequately trained on the 
softw are program  to prepare needed accounting reports. 

Status: 

Spreadsheets have been developed an d staff responsible for preparing reconciliations have been 
trained on the appropriate m onthly procedures. The current accounting software for inm ate 
accounting is being evaluated an d potential alternatives are being discussed. 

2. Civil Fund 

Finding: 

The general ledger com puter program w as unable to produce a detailed transaction register 

Status: 

The system  has been updated an d now produces a detailed tran saction register 
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O UA CH ITA PARISH  SH ERI FF 
SUM M A RY  STATU S O F PRI O R  Y EAR  FINDIN G S 

3. Unauthorized Leave 

Finding: 

An em ployee w as paid for sick leave while on active duty with the United States Air Force 

Status: 

Inform ation regarding the above incident has been forw ar ded to the D istrict A ttorney for further 
action. 

37 


