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BROUSSARD, POCHE', LEWIS & BREAIJX, L.L.P. CI [i1 IF I ED PUBLIC ACCOU NTANIfS 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

TO the Honorable Don Aaron, Jr. Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund Crowley, Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended June 30, 2000, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the f~nancial statements are free of material misstatement. Sin audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of June 30, 2000, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
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TO the Honorable Don Aaron, Jr. FJ fteenth JudicJ al District Court Judicial Expense Fund Crowley, Lou~ siana 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 29, 2(100, on our consideration of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial ExpenE;e Fund's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 

Crowley, December Louisiana 29, 2000 
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GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS Combined Statements - Overview 
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ASSETS 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS June 30. 2000 

Cash and (:ash equivalents Certificates of deposits Accounts receivable Accrued interest receivable Prepaid expenses Furniture and equiprsent Total assets LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY LIABILITIES Accounts payab]e FUND EQUITY Investment in general fixed assets Fund balance : Unreserved - undesignated Total fund equity 

~overnmenta] Funds General _~und 938 $ 000 625 231 958 

Special Revenue Fund 166,377 800,000 6,213 14,272 

Exhibit A 

General Totals Fixed (Memorandum .Assets Only) $ 349,315 2,070,000 11,625 14,444 60,230 ___$71,0~_ 671,031 ~$]8,782 ~ 986.862 ~__871j_Q/! $3.176.645 
_~___128,884 ~ 75,166 ~__ __ $ 2Q4,02~ 
_~,$89,898 ~1.389,898 

$ 671,031 $ 671,031 911.696 911,6~$ ~__ 7~/L~ 2,$01,594 $2.972.625 Total ] labilities and fund equity $1,$].8,752 ~ 986.862 ~_671,031 $3,176,645 
See Notes to Financial Statements 
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FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES BALANCES - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND Year Ended June 30, 2000 
Revenues: Acadia Parish court fees Lafayette Palish court fees Vermilion Parish court fees Investment income 2% Bond premium Other income Administrative collection fees Total revenues (forward) Expenditures: Automobile expense Professional services Ad hoc judges' expenses Court Delay Reduction Dues and sub~cr~ptions Drug court grant Family Tree grant Compensation supplements and benefits Bookkeeper, secretarial, and administration Court reports Child Support salaries and benefits Insurance - law clerks Equipment capita/ outlay Insurance Judges' meetings Library expense Miscellaneous Office expenses, services, and small equipment Parking fees Postage Security expenses Software and training Supplies Telephone Travel and seminars Uniforms and robes Total expenditures (forward 

AND CHANGES IN FUND TYPES 
Q_~n@ral Revenue 
$ 40.645 138,099 28,565 67,772 151,725 3,030 3,310 40~7~_~ 

Exhibit B 

Totals (Memorandum __ Onlyl__ 
$ 40,645 138,099 28.565 98,953 151,725 6,340 __ 403.7~8 ~_ 42~_~36 $ 438,2_A~ _$_ 868,985 

$ 44,997 7,655 17,727 3,937 4,950 4,000 
61,239 2.346 50,772 26,387 15,529 4,489 7,714 31,084 29,125 4,688 4,996 38,765 3,196 23,670 47,439 ~~___ 7.8/~ ~_ 422.524 6 - 

1.315 
1,335 5.000 
334,425 13,660 
1,104 1.314 9,229 2,100 4,761 
8,5%0 24.479 
408.823 

$ 44,997 8,970 17,727 3,937 6,285 4,000 5.000 
61, 2, 334, 50, 40, 15, 4, 8, 12. 

239 346 425 772 047 529 489 818 398 

_$_ 8~I.347 



FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES BALANCES - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND Year Ended June 30, 2000 

Total revenues (forwarded Total expenditures (forwarded Excess of revenues over expenditures Fund balances, beginning Fund balances, ending 
See Notes to Financial Statements 

Exhibit B Continued 
AND CHANGES IN FUND TYPES 

Q_~neral R~v~D_lh~ 
$ 429,836 __~_2~524 $ 7,312 I~$_8_2_~_5586 $I,~89,898 

7 

$ 438,249 408 823 $ 29,426 8~2.2_7~ $ 911.$96 

Totals (Memorandum 0nly) 
$ 868,085 851,347 $ 36,738 2,264,856 $2.301.594 



FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL ~XPENSE FUND COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET (OAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUND TYPES Year Ended June 30, 2000 

Revenues: Acadia Parish court fees Lafayette Parish court fees Vermilion Parish court fees Investment income 2% Bond premium Other income Administrative collection fees 

~h~cl~ Actual_ 
$ 42,300 114,000 26,700 80,000 140.000 

40,645 138,099 28,565 67,772 151,725 3,030 

variance- Favorable (Unfavorable) 
$ (1,655 24,099 1,865 (12,228 11,725 3.030 

Tota~L revenues (forward) 4_$_~_Q3~000 $42~ $ 26,8~6 Expenditures: Automobile expense Professional services Ad hoc judges' expenses Court Delay Reduction Dues and subE~criptions Drug court grant Family Tree !grant Compensation supplements and benefits Bookkeeper, secretarial, and administration Court reports Child Support salaries and benefits Insurance -. law clerks Equipment capital outlay Insurance Judges' meetings Library expense Miscellaneou~ Office expenses, services, and small equipment Parking fees Postage Security expenses Software and training Supplies Telephone Travel and seminars Uniforms and robes Total expenditures (forward 
8 

$ 78,000 6,201 6,275 1,500 
64,218 3,500 35,000 42.000 21,200 3,500 3,500 9.730 45,600 12,300 3,000 15,000 
22,400 58,500 ___7~5~ 4Z!18_~2_~ 

$ 44,997 7,655 17,727 3,937 4,950 4,000 
61,239 2,346 50,772 26.387 15,529 4,489 7,714 11.084 29,125 4,688 4,996 38,765 3,196 23,670 47,439 7~ 891 $42~_~524 

$ 33, (i, (Ii, (3, (3, (4, 
0O3 454) 452) 937) 450) 000) 
2,979 1,154 15,772 15.613 5,671 (989 (4,214 (1,354 16,475 7,612 (1,996 23,765 (3,196 
$ 16,400 



Special Revenue Fund 
B!d~t~t A~~~], 
30. 000 
4_~)~_ OQ~ ~_.._ 460~_Q O0 
5, 000 
30,000 

31,181 3,330 403,75_~ 

Variance- Favorable (Unfavorable) 

1,181 3,310 (26.242. $ 438.2J~_ S (21.751 
1,315 
1,335 5,000 

352,000 334,425 5, 000 
30,000 1,500 40,000 5,000 ]O,O00 20,000 j~500 

13,660 
1,104 1.314 9,229 2,100 4.761 
8,500 24,479 ___I_~ 601 

3,685 
1,335 5.000 
17,575 (8,660 
(I,I04 (1,314 771 (2, I00 (3,261 40,000 (3,5OO I0,000 (4,479 (iOi ~_.4~)_~000 S 408.8~2/ $ 51,177. 
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FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUND TYPES Year Ended June 30, 2000 

Total revenues (forwarded Total expenditures (forwarded Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Fund balances, beginning Fund balances, ending 
See Notes to Financial Statements 

General Fund 
~get $ 403,000 438 924 
$ (38,924) 1.382.586 $1.346.66__2 

I0 

Actual $ 429,836 422,524 
$ 7,312 I, 382 ,~ S1. 389.898 

Variance- Favorable (Unfavorable $ 26,836 16.400 
$ 43,236 



Snecial Revenue Fund 
Budaet $ 460,000 460.000 $ _I,~82,586 ~~,~82.586 

AGtu~l $ 438,249 __ 408.823 $ 29,426 ~,~82,~8_~ $~,412,01_~2 

II 

Variance- Favorable (Unfavorable) $ (21,751 51.177 $ 29,426 

Exhibit C Continued 



FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Note i. Introduction and Summary of Significant Accounting Policies I n_~_:u q~_.i_on : The Fifteenth Judicial District Court: Judicial Expense Fund (the "Judicial Expense Fund") was created by Act No. 108 effective July Ii, 1982, with the following specific provisions: A) Monies earmarked for the Judicial Expense Fund parishes of Acadia, Lafayette, and Vermilion Judicial Expense Fund on a monthly basis. are collected by the and submitted to the 
B) The judges may fix and pay from the Judicial Expense Fund, each of their court reporter's salary. C) The judges may appoint and pay from the Judicial Expense Fund such secretarial, clerical, research, administrative, or other personnel as they deem necessary to expedite the business and function of the court. D %'he judges may pay all or part of the cost of a law library for the court from money in the Judicial Expense Fund. E) Prohibits any salary being paid to the judges out of the Judicial Expense Fund. ~uramarv of mlcmifi~,~nt accollntlnQ nolicies The general purpose financial statements of the Judicial Expense Fund have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental entities. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. The accounting policies of the Judicial Expense Fund conform with generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governmental entities. The more significant accounting policies of the Judicial Expense Fund are described below: Basis of presentation - fund accounting The accounts of the Judicial Expense Fund are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. A fund is an independent fiscal and accounting entity with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, reserves, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the restrictions, if any, on the spending activities. The various funds are summarized by type and grouped in the financial statements of this report as follows: 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
~p~rnment a] Funds Governmental funds are used to account for all or .lost of the governmental entity's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of earmarked monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. General Fund The Gelleral Fund is the general operating fund of the Judicial Expense Fund and accounts for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. All general revenues and other receipts that are not allocated by law or contractual agreement to some other fund are accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures and capital improvement costs that are not paid through other funds are paid from the General Fund. Epecial Revenue Fund The special revenue fund is used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue resources that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. _;~_(~l~D_t ~ rouP An account group is a reporting device to account for certain assets of the governmental funds not recorded directly Jn those funds. The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets associated with a fund is determined by its measurement focus. The account group is not: a "fund." It is concerned only with the measurement of financial posit J on, It is not involved with the measurement of results of operat ions . Gerleral Fixed Assets Account Group Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, :rather than in the governmental funds. In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, no provision is made for depreciation of such assets in the General Fixed Assets Account Group. All fixed assets acquired through value at time of are stated on the basis of historical gift or donation are recorded at their donation. cost. Assets estimated fair 
The costs of normal repairs and maintenance that do not add to the value of the asset or materially extend the assets' lives are not capitalized. 
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NOTES TO FINA/~CIAL STATEMENTS 
Basis of accounting - measurement focus Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements; measurement focus refers to what is being measured. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the messurement focus applied. The governmental funds use a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current li~billties generally are included on the balance sheet. Their reported fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of "available spending resources." Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a summary of sources and uses of "available spending resources" during a period. The modified accrual basis of accounting is utilized by the governmental fund types. Their revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual, i.e., when they become measurable and available. "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditure-driven grant revenues are recorded when the qualifying expenditures have been incurred and all other grant requirements have been met. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred, if measurable. Exceptions to this general rule include: (i) accumulated unpaid vacation, sick pay, and other employee amounts which are not accrued because they do not vest or accumulate; and (2) principal and interest on general long-term debt which is recognized when due. Encumbrances Encun~rances represent commitments related to unperformed contracts for goods or services. Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of resources are recorded to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not utilized by the Judicial Expense Fund. Total columns on combined statements Total columns presented in the combined statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. No consolidating entries or other eliminations were made in the aggregation of the totals; thus, they do not present consolidated information and do not purport to present financial position, results of operations, or cash flows in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Use of estimates The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates and 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenditures or expenses during the reporting period. Actual results ~o~Id differ fYo~n those e~timates. Cash and cash equivalents For purposes of reporting, the Judicial Expense Fund considers all highly liquid ~nvestments purchased with a maturity of three months or less to be cash equivalents. Budget practices It is the policy of the Judicial E~)ense Fund to adopt its budget prior to the beginning of the fiscal year. The budget is adopted on a GAAP basis after a publ~c hearing is held to obtain taxpayer comments. Amendments are made as deemed necessary. Note 2. Changes in General Fixed Assets A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows Furniture and equipment - June 30, 1999 Additions FLn:nlture and equipment - June 30, 2000 

$637,000 _ 34,0L~! $671,031 computer equipment and software purchased prior to 1996 represents approximately $123,000 of the $657,371 total of office furniture and equipment items shown in the general fixed asset account group. 
Note 3. Bond Forfeiture Income This source of funds was instituted by Louisiana Revised Statute 15:571.11 for bond forfeitures after June 22, 1993. The statute provides that 2% of all judgments of bond forfeiture collected by the district attorney shall be paid to the court fund of the parish where the bond was posted. 
Note 4. Cash and Certificates of Deposit Under State law, the District Court may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the laws of the United States. The District Court may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks havin!~ principal offices ~n Louisiana. The district court fund may also invest in shares of any homestead and building and loan association in any amount not exceeding the federally insured amount. 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
These deposits are stated at cost which approximates market. Under State law, these deposits or the resulting bank balances must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the deposit insurance must at all Izimes equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. Cash and certificates of deposit: at June 30, 2000, are secured as follows: 
Checking Certificates of deposit Total Securities pledged and held by third-party bank, but not in the District Court's name (Category III) Excess of FDIC insurance plus pledged securities over bank ba] ances Note 5. Accounts Receivable 

Bank Balance $ 384,501 __~.070.000 
FDIC Insuranc~ $ 200,000 2.070.000 
Balance Uninsured $ 184,501 

~,454,501 $2,270.000 $ 184,501 
-- 752,14~ 

The following is a summary of accounts receivable at June 30, 2000 
AcadJ a Parish Lafayette Parish Vermi lion Parish Subtotals Other accounts receivable Total accounts receivable 

Clerk of Court Sb@rSd[~ TQ~Is $ 1,960 4,265 1.710 7.935 
Note 6. Fifteenth Judicial District Court Child Support Fund 

$ 1,860 _ 480 2,340 
$ 1,960 6,125 2.190 $ 10,275 1.350 $ ~1,~25 

The Child Support Fund was established in January 3994 in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 46:236.5. It collects support payments on behalf of guardians who are being assisted by state aid. The Child Support Fund is authorized to receive payment of nonsupport funds on behalf of the State of Louisiana. It is also authorized to collect an administrative fee of no great(!!r than 5% of the funds due. The fees are used to fund the admJnlstrative cost of the expedited processing system and will be partially fund costs associated with a segregated family court within Fifteenth Judicial District Court. 
16 



Note 7. Accourlts payable 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

The following is a summary of accounts payable at June 30, 2000 

Tirade accounts payable Security guard costs 1997-2000 Families in Need of Services Total accounts payable 

Judicial Expense _ F~9___ 
$ 1,983 43,841 __~_~9_~ $128,~ 

Child Support Fund 
$ 45,166 30.000 

The Fifteenth Judicial District Court has been appointed as administrator of Families in Need of Services, a program to prevent children with disciplinary problems from entering the juvenile court system by counseling with parents or other agencies to correct behavioral problems. The Judicial Expense Fund, acting as administrative agent, received and disbursed the following with the remainder included in accounts payable at June 30, 2000, to fund compensation of the agency's appointed officers: Balance, June 30, 1999 Received l)isbursed Balance, June 30, 2000 
Note 8. Fees, Compensation Supplements, and Reimbursements 

$ 83,025 40,890 (4q,~$ $ 83,030 
The Judicial Expense Fund's General Fund has no full-time employees. Personnel assigned to the judiciary include secretaries, a receptionist, and court reporters. The personnel are paid by the respective three parishes of the Fifteenth Judicial District. Some supplements and reimbursements are funded by the Judicial Expense Fund's General Fund via payment to the respective parish governments. These reimbursements include wages, insurance, and retirement benefit costs. Compensation paid to law clerks assigned to the judiciary is established by the State and funded by other agencies. The Judicial Expense Fund pays health insurance premiums for the law clerks. Secretarial staff is compensated for additional duties such as bookkeeping and in the capacity of the rotating chief judge's secretary. The employees working in the administrative offices of the Child Support Fund include hearing officers, clerical staff, and court reporters. They are paid by the local parish government: with full reimbursement from the Child Support Fund for their salaries and benefits. Disclosures relating to the benefit plans should be available in the financial statements of the three parish gove rr) ment s. 
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Note 9. Contingencies 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Secretarial and clerical support staff of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court and the Child Support Fund are paid by the respective parish's police jury or consolidated government. The judges of the district en banc are working to provide parity and uniformity in compensation and benefits. To date, it is uncertain if compensation has been provided in accordance with estab~lJshed policy. Additionally, it is uncertain which agency would be responsible if a liability exists. The amount of any potential liability has not yet been determined. 
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BROUSSARD, POCHE', LEWIS & BREAUX, L.L.P. C E R1 I F lED PUBLIC ACCOUNT ANTS 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Honorable Don Aaron, Jr. Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund Crowley, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended June 30, 2000, and have issued our report thereon dated December 29, 2000. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. _CQ_mD 1 i ance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund's general purpose financial statements are free of material m~sstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and contracts, and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of tests disclosed an instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards, which Js described in the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned[ costs as item 2000-1. Tnterna] Control over Financial Renortina In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund's internal control over financial reporting to determine auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not; to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would 
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TO the Honorab]e Don Aaron, Jr. Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund 
not necessarii]y disclose all reportable condition~ that are also considered to be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to tlne financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and ~ts operation that we consider to be a material weakness. This report is intended for the information and use of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund's management, the judges en banc, and the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana, and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than those specified parties. Under Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:513, this report is distributed by the Legislative Auditor as a public document. 

Crowley, December Louisiana 29. 2000 

po<,,' &<..,,; 

20 

6. C,p. 



FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS ~ QUESTIONED COSTS Year Ended June 30, 2000 
We have audited the financial statements of the Fifteenth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2000, and have issued our report thereon dated December 29, 2000. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Goverllment Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our audit of the financial statements as of June 30, 2000, resulted in an unqualified opinion. Section I. S~unmary of Auditor's Reports a. Report on Internal Control and Compliance Material to the Financial Statements Internal Control Material Weaknesses __ Yes _/~. No Reportable Conditions ___ Yes _~_ No Compliance Compliance Material to Financial Statements __ Yes _~_ No b. Federal Awards Internal Control Material Weaknesses Yes .~. No Reportable Conditions ___ Yes _/[_ No Section IX. Financial Statement Findings 2001-1 Budget Adoption Criteria: The operating budget for the year is required to be adopted prior to the beginning of the fiscal year. Finding and effect: The budget adoption is reflected in the minutes dated July 13 1999, which ~s after the beginning of the fiscal year. Questioned costs Cause: The ear]lest available meeting date to adopt the budget after the public hearing was not until July 13, 1999. Recommendation: The budget process should begin sooner to allow enough time for budget adoption before the beginning of the fiscal year. Response: The budget process will be handled sooner in the future. The budget for 2001 was adopted on May 9, 2000. Section III. Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs NO matters were noted relating to reportable conditions, material weaknesses, or instances of noncompliance, including questioned costs, related to federal awards for the year ended June 30, 2000. - 21 



FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS Year Ended June 30, 2000 
Section I. Internal Control and Compliance Material to the Financial Statements F~ndlna 99-01 - Deficiencv in BudQetina Annual budgets and interim financial statements were not prepared in a manner that would parallel each other to allow comparison of actual expenditures to the approved budgeted amounts and amendment when required. The initial budget approved en banc included broad categories or allowances, was on the cash basis and repeats much of the prior year financial and budget information with little modification. The judges en banc do not monitor or amend the adopted budget or actively participate in year-round budgeting and measuring processes. Current status: Annual budgets were adopted and appropriately amended as necessary 
Expenditures approved during the year by judges en banc and documented in minutes are not recorded as encumbrances and not always tracked through to the disbursement. The record of approval does not provide sufficient detail of the intended expense such as the period co~ered, when to disburse the funds, or which fund (the judicial expense fund or the child support fund) is responsible and controls do not always insure timely disbursement. Communication with other agencies regarding shared costs should be improved and follow-up notations provided in the minutes or interim financial report. Some office expenses are paid directly to vendors while at times others are reimbursed upon submission of requests from individual judges. Centralized purchasing provides increased control over compliance with sales tax exemption, uniform receipt documentation, and disbursements to vendors. Current status: There has been improvement better communication regarding shared in expenditure approval in the minutes and expenditures is currently taking place. 
Section II~ Xnternal Control and Compliance Msterial to Federal Awards There were no matters reported relating to reportable conditions, material weaknesses, or instances of noncompliance, including questioned costs, relating to federal awards for the year ended June 30, 1999. Section III. Management Letter There were no matters reported in a separate management letter for the year ended June 30, 1999. 
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FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND MANAGEMENT'S CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN Year Ended June 30. 2000 
Section I. Xnternal Control and CompIiance Material to the Financial Statements 
Corrective action planned: The Court has already implemented procedures to insure that the budget Js adopted prior to the beginning of future fiscal years. The budget for 2001 was adopted on May 9, 2000. Section II. Internal Control and Compliance Material to Federal Awards There were no matters reported relating to reportable conditions, material weaknesses, or instances of noncompliance, including questioned costs, relating to federal awards for the year ended June 30, 2000. Section III. Management Letter There were no matters reported in a separate management letter for the year ended June 30, 2000. 

Responsible person: Judge Don Aaron, Jr 


